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We thank you, then,
O Father,
for all things
bright and good;

The seedtime and
the harvest,
our life, our health,
our food*
—Matthias

Claudius

In 1986, Stephen and Cheryl
(Sider) Giles travelled to India so
that Cheryl could re-visit the area
where she had lived as the child of
missionary parents. The development project Steve describes in the
following article is sponsored by the
Brethren in Christ Development Society, a cooperative ministry of the
Brethren in Christ Church and the
Mennonite Central Committee. Moneyfrom the Brethren in Christ World
Hunger Fund (a ministry of the
Board for Brotherhood
Concerns)
was used to initiate the project in
1982.
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"Would you like to see one of our
development projects at a nearby village?" Tapas Karmakar, Executive
Director of Brethren in Christ Development Society (BICDS), asked
my wife Cheryl and me this question
on a recent visit to Banmanhki, in
Northeast Bihar, India, where Cheryl
had spent many of her early years.
Because of my keen interest in development work, we eagerly accepted
Tapas' invitation.
The name of the vilage, Nayanagar, meaning "New Town" in Hindi, couldn't have been more appropriate. Founded only two years ago,
this small Hindu village of 52 families is typical of the region. The people live in small huts made of bamboo frame with walls and roof of
thatch and packed mud floors. The
village is long and narrow, with most
of the closely-spaced huts lining a
wide dirt footpath running parallel
to the nearby road. Tall grasses and

fields of rice, lentils, and jute surround it on three sides.
Most of the villagers are farmers,
using methods which have not
changed for centuries. Their standard of living is subsistence. They do
not own enough land to be selfsufficient using their present farming
techniques. Some of the more prosperous in the village might own a
pair of oxen for working the land, or
a water buffalo to provide milk.
As we arrived in the village the
first evidence of BICDS work was a
common-looking two-inch diameter
pipe sticking out of the ground at a
45° angle. A T-shaped bar protruded
from its open end at about waist
height. Tapas explained that this
was a rower pump, one of 3 in the
village. The rower pump, so named
because it is operated using a twohanded rowing motion, was developed by MCC in Bangladesh in the
1970's. The BICDS is introducing it
Evangelical Visitor
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because it gives about twice the
water, for equivalent effort, as the
hand pump commonly used in the
area, and yet costs about the same.
The rower pump is used for irrigation in the dry months, and provides
a clean supply of drinking water.
The pumps were given to the village
on a trial basis, and if the people
liked them, they would buy them
after a year. So far the people seemed
pleased with them.
Tapas then turned our attention
to a small field on the other side of
the path. He was obviously proud of
the fact that this field, now lying fallow, produced the best yield of wheat
in the district last year. It was part of
a demonstration to introduce the
improved seed, fertilizer, irrigation
and methods that the BICDS is
offering through its agriculture program.
Later Tapas explained the BICDS
approach to agricultural developNovember 1987
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Spinning wool on the spinning wheel.

ment. At planting time, the development society arranges loans for
farmers, interest-free due to BICDS
subsidy, which the farmers use to
buy good quality seed and fertilizer
from BICDS. Time is also spent
with the farmers, teaching them how
to increase crop yields through improved methods and materials. Ten
percent of the loan, however, is
withheld by BICDS and put in a
bank account in the farmer's name.
In each village, Tapas sets up a
committee responsible for collecting
the loan after the harvest.
"Why doesn't the BICDS just give
the impoverished farmers the seed
and fertilizer?" I asked. "Lack of
funds?"
Far from it, Tapas explained. The
two main aims of the development
society are to reduce dependence
and enhance the financial situation
of the rural people, as an expression
of Christian love and compassion. If
BICDS just gave everything away,
people might not use what they were
given wisely to try to become more
independent. Instead, they would
become dependent on the development society. Or even worse, if
4

The weaver, at work at his loom.

BICDS were to leave, they might
again become dependent on the financial services of local large landowners and money-lenders, at interest rates of around 50% annually.
A loan, on the other hand, helps the
farmer to feel proud that he is doing
it himself. Furthermore, the 10 percent withheld from the agricultural
loan becomes the basis of a small
village credit union which, Tapas
estimates, should be able to provide
the agricultural credit needs of the
community after about 5 years. In
other words, BICDS works to bring
about community self-sufficiency.
As we continued down the path, it
widened into a small, packed-dirt
courtyard. To one side sat a small
hand-operated spinning wheel. It was
obviously handmade, constructed of
whatever the villagers could get their
hands on—short pieces of half inch
thick strapping, 2x4 lumber, old
shoelaces, nails for axles, and even a
corn-cob spacer! It was a crude variant of the finely crafted spinning
wheels that our homesteader ancestors used in North America, yet it
worked very well. The woolen yarn
spun on this mill is woven into rugs

and blankets by a weaver who was
working in a small, thatched shelter
just down the path.
The weaver was at work when we
ducked under his shelter to have a
look. Just like the spinning wheel,
his loom was also very simple—little
more than two poles to hold the
warp and a shuttle to add the woof.
We asked to see one of his completed
products, but he was sold out. In
fact, he could not keep up with
demand. Even the skillfully-done,
half-finished rug on the loom was
being woven to order.
Tapas explained the Brethren in
Christ Development Society's involvement in the village weaving
project. The weaver was operating
on a small scale before BICDS became involved. He wove simple, unpatterned rugs and blankets, but just
enough to meet the needs of the village. Tapas found sources for wools
of different colors and qualities, and
supplied the weaver with several multicolor patterns. He also provided a
loan to help him expand into a fulltime business. The weaver agreed to
several conditions in order to receive
the assistance. First, 10 percent of
Evangelical Visitor

The weaver displays his products.

the loan went into the bank for the
future credit union, just like with the
farmers' loans. Second, 25 percent of
the profits of the venture would also
have to go into the bank. Finally,
Tapas stipulated that the weaver
apprentice two other villagers in his
trade.
The weaving venture has flourished. The weaver and his apprentices originally started selling in the
local market, but now most of their
customers come to them.
One hopes that the weaver will
look back in five years on the wisdom of Tapas' conditions of assistance. His village will have a healthy
credit pool, in large measure because
of his contributions. The standard of
living of his village will be higher
because of the two other weavers
that he trained.
After a brief look around the rest
of the village, we headed back to the
main road. Instead of leaving, Tapas
took us across the road to a shelter
where we saw the children who,
because they were in school, had

This coconut palm, newly-planted, will
provide income in a few years.
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been conspicuously absent during
most of our tour. The teacher was a
BICDS employee, provided without
charge to the village. However, all
school supplies had to be bought by
the villagers, at a subsidized rate, in
keeping with BICDS philosophy.
Tapas sees the school as one of the
most important parts of the assistance program. He explained that
good education is not widely available, and the vast majority in that
region are illiterate. Only with education could these people expect to
raise their standard of living substantially.
I left the village very impressed
with the way that BICDS converted
a philosophy of ministry into practical programs, such as loans and
credit unions to decrease dependence, improved seeds and agricultural methods to increase income, a cottage industry, and education. Perhaps most importantly this was assembled into culturally appropriate
packages that avoid dependence on
the development society.
I asked Tapas how we in North
America could help. First of all, he
said, he was very grateful for the
funds from the World Hunger Fund
and MCC which made up most of
the BICDS support. But this dependency on the West, he feels, is less
than ideal for an organization whose
philosophy is to encourage independence in others. He is presently exploring the possibility of setting up
several profitable commercial ven-

tures which would be operated indirectly, in trust, by the BICDS. Profits from these ventures would support the development projects.
Although in time he hopes the
BICDS will be self-sufficient financially, he stressed that he will always
need our prayers. The BICDS has
had many successes, but change
comes very slowly in the villages, in
part due to the lack of education.
Superstitions can arise far too easily
about new things in the village. For
instance, it was rumored in one village that the rower pump brought on
tuberculosis, because it caused tightness in the chest. Any educated person, however, would know that was
nonsense—the tightness is only due
to the muscles used to operate the
pump. Widespread circulation of
such superstitions, though, can crush
the introduction of many helpful
devices and techniques.
I left Banmanhki with much more
than the glimpses into my wife's
childhood that I had hoped to find
there. I also left with a much clearer
picture of how development should
be done—reducing dependence, raising living standards, and building a
future for children—all as a demonstration of Christ's love and compassion for a needy world.
•
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Stephen Giles is a design engineer for
Defasco Steel in Hamilton, Ontario. He and
his wife Cheryl attend the Upper Oaks
Brethren in Christ Church in Oakville, ON.

:

i

m

•

2P ^ If• •
i

^ J':

B d M I
•

< V *

_

Lynn and Elinor Nicholson with
their six month old baby, Lynn Stephen, and Rosa Eyster arrived at the
Otis Trading Post in northwestern
New Mexico on August 16, 1947. It
was Saturday and raining, so their
possessions were stored at the trading post until Monday, the 18th,
when the tents were put up between
showers. As this was being done, the
ladies cut and pulled sagebrush for
an entrance from the road to the
tents. As the larger tent was going
up, the pole broke. So they spent
another night at the trading post. On
Tuesday they moved into their new
home, but sleep was not easy that
first night because of the restless
horses just outside the tents and the
wind. Lynn had purchased a thousand parachute boxes. There were
torn apart to be used for the future
buildings. Some of them served as
chairs and others as storage space
for clothing. On nice days they
cooked in a sagebrush shelter outside
the larger tent.
In February 1948, they moved
into their new house. That was the
first of many other buildings to follow: homes, dormitories, classrooms,
a barn, hospital, office, shop, laundry,
chapel, and community center. By
the time the mission was 25 years
old, there were 25 buildings. But
then, there was also the removal of
6
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landmarks such as the old shop, one
of the earliest buildings erected on
the mission. That first house, old
dorms, the hospital, and some of the
classrooms are now gone. But just as
parachute boxes became homes or
furniture, so parts of these other
former landmarks now find their
place in other buildings or in Navajo
camps. The most recent of which is
the transfer of a former classroom to
the home of Cecil Sales to replace
the church building which burned to
the ground on March 27, 1987.
Today there are 15 buildings on the
mission compound.
The mission, located on what had
been called Otis Hill, is known to
many as Ts'ah Tah—to distinguish it
as the mission which is among the
sagebrush. The first 20 acres were

:
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purchased from Mr. Otis for five
dollars each. For the 10th anniversary, Navajo families, staff, and outof-state visitors met in the chapel in
the Navajo Education Building very
near to the spot where the first tents
were pitched. The message that day
was "If God Be For Us." God is
always for those who are his children. People who saw the tents in
1947 said the mission wouldn't stay.
It was someone's dream that would
pass in the face of the harsh winds of
reality. But, as in Acts 5:38-39, "If
their plan comes from men, it will
fail. But if it is from God, you will
not be able to stop them" (New Century Version). Today the mission
still stands on the same site.
Water is indispensable. When you

Navajo M
forty
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have it you use it, perhaps thoughtlessly. When you don't have it, you
go get it! The search for water at the
mission began in 1948. The present
843 ft. well completed in May 1957
still supplies the mission, its laundromat, and many Navajo families.
A school was opened in 1949 with
11 attending. Teaching as well as eating and sleeping took place in the
staff house, the second building made
from those parachute boxes. (Today
that same building is a home with
the original roof in urgent need of
replacement.) The school enrollment
climbed steadily to 83, but then
began to decline. Opened to meet a
need, the school was closed when
that need no longer existed. The
Bureau of Indian Affairs had opened
a school five miles away providing
free instruction to the people of the
area. Bloomfield public schools also
provide free busing to local people.
So, with enrollment declining and
expenses climbing, the school was
closed at the end of the 1980-1981
school year.
In June of 1950 the first nurse
came to work at the mission. It was a
response to incidents such as a local
trader bringing a mother of six
children who was expecting her seventh. One hospital was closed, others were full. He asked if the mission
would please take care of this
woman? So, the living room was
turned into a hospital room and in a
few days the first child was born
there. Three days later another baby
was born there. A few hours later a
young woman, 17 years of age, came
as an emergency patient—a miscar-

Rosa Eyster helped cut sagebrush in 1947,
lived in those first tents, retired in 1983, and
returned with 150 others to celebrate on Aug.

16.

riage. The next morning saw the first
burial at the mission. (There are 345
graves on the mission property today.) Urgent requests came, "Will
you please come over to our home?
We have a very sick boy over here, so
we'd like to have you come over to
look at the boy. We just want you to
come over and look at the boy,
please? We don't know what's wrong
with him. Please."
A hospital was built and temporarily licensed in 1953 until the arrival of a physician who came in 1956.
He was the first doctor in the area.
Dr. Alvin Heise was the first of nine
doctors to work in the hospital in the
next 20 years. During that time the
hospital was enlarged twice, and,
according to the records, there were
8,569 admissions, 2,515 births, and
132,226 out-patients treated. In 1974
there was a shift of emphasis and
planned program change for the
purpose of meeting the needs of the
community. The name changed from
Navajo Hospital to Navajo Health
Care Center to include not only
medical treatment, but also provide
preventive and treatment care for
the emotional, social, and spiritual
health.
However, while the mission hospital was once the only in-patient
facility available within a radius of
65 miles and serving an area of more
tian 500 square miles, in the late
1960's things began to change. Large

ission
years old
by Ethel Bundy
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sums of money became available to
government health services and new
grants were made to private agencies
for the development of new programs. Presbyterian Medical Service,
no longer associated with the Presbyterian Church, was one of these.
P.M.S. began providing free medical care in a small in-patient facility
and numerous out-patient satellite
clinics to the people previously served
by the mission hospital. At the same
time, physicians were not available
to serve at the mission, with the
result that there was a marked decline
in the work load at the hospital. It
was closed June 12, 1976.
The only purpose the mission has
ever had is the command of Jesus in
Matthew 28:19-20. "Go and make
followers of all people in the world.
Baptize them. . . . Teach them to
obey everything that I have told you.
You can be sure that I will be with
you always. I will continue to be
with you to the end of the world."
(NCV) Keeping this in mind the mission: planted 35 Chinese elms in
1958; installed telephone service—
via radio at first; built an airstrip in
1963, then relocated it in 1969; cared
for an official weather station beginning in 1957; installed a central
lagoon system in 1975; installed an
intercom system on the grounds;
cultivated and irrigated a garden;
and sponsored chorus tours for the
Navajo children. All of these things
were done for the purpose of carrying out the command.
There have been many changes in
the past 40 years, not only in the

F r o m The Tamiment Record: A Special Report
AP—Hundreds of youth are gearing up for Let YOUth Care, a
Brethren in Christ Youth Convention to be held in the beautiful
Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania from December 27 to 30,
1987. The theme of the convention relates to all aspects of a
young person's life.

Official sources report that the
main speaker will be David Augsburger, author of such books as
Caring Enough to Confront and
Caring Enough to Forgive. Other
features of the convention include
small group electives, recreational
activities, a concert by the nationally acclaimed music group
GLAD, and many other actionpacked events.
Look for up-dates on this upcoming convention in future issues
of The Tamiment Record.

For your free information poster just contact:
The Board for Congregational Life
P.O. Box 163
Mount Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-9321
But hurry—registration ends December 1, 1987. And this
youth convention happens only once every three years.
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John Peter Yazzie, in a wheelchair w h e n he
c a m e in 1953, still lives at the mission and
pastors at C h a c o C a n y o n . Here he reads the
Scripture in Navajo at the 1987 Navajo/English Bible study.

number of buildings or the size of
the property owned. At first there
were three workers, increasing to as
many as 38. Now there are 5 adults
on the regular staff. Regardless of
these changes, the purpose remains
the same.
In 1957 "a program of Christian
nurture, including wholesome recreation" was being developed. Today
there is Christian nurture through
Bible studies and TEE (Theological
Education by Extension—a method
of Bible study at home with weekly
seminars held at different centers).
One mother who completed 130
weeks of study, for which she holds
three certificates, is leading a group
in the study of Following Jesus at a
camp church near the mission. They
are studying in both Navajo and
English and learning Bible verses.
Wholesome recreation is encouraged
through the Navajo Community
Center. Camp meetings first held in
1949 are still held, this year called
Sagebrush '87.
Although formal education in
Navajoland is in English, the Navajo
language continues to hold a preeminent place in Navajo culture. In
view of this fact, a translation of
God's Word into the language was
very important. Regardless of one's
educational level, a person normally
"thinks" in his mother tongue. In
1986 Navajo became one of the 283

In 1987 the steeple of the Navajo Chapel (center) is a symbol of the mission's purpose.
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languages into which the complete
Bible is translated. The New Testament had been published in 1956;
now we have both Old and New Testaments. TEE books are being translated—those completed are Following Jesus, Life of Christ—Part 1,
Life of Christ—Part 2, and New
Testament—Part 1. Helping Your
Church To Grow is about half
finished.
In 1987 there was a week-long
Bible school at Chaco. These began
in 1953 as an extension from the
mission. In 1956 a stone chapel was
built there; later a Sunday school
room was added; and after months
of delay the lease was granted to the
Navajo Brethren in Christ Church.
Just as there were Wednesday
evening meetings at the Mission in
the 1970s there are such in 1987.
There was a mid-week Bible study in
Farmington in the 1970s and there
will be such in 1987.

At the last Board of Directors
meeting the continuation of mission
ministry was confirmed as:
1. Theological Education by Extension
2. Utilizing the Community Center as a center for youth ministries
3. Making the mission facilities
available for special programs such
as alcohol rehabilitation. Sagebrush
'87, conferences, etc.
4. Further translation of materials as they are found to be useful.
Many people—Navajo, staff and
others across the country—have
helped Navajo Mission fulfill its
purpose for being here. The Navajo
Chapel, which was dedicated in 1968,
rises on a hill overlooking the mission. Its steeple is visible for miles
around as a symbol to the community of this purpose. That dot which
was first placed on the landscape in
1947 has grown in this bi-cultural
community, and efforts are constantly being made to understand and
appreciate the needs of the people
surrounding Ts'ah Tah.
•

Ethel Bundy and her husband
George
(superintendent of the mission) have been at
Navajo Mission since July 1981. Prior to
that they served 25 years with Brethren in
Christ Missions in Zimbabwe.
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The blacksmith's conversion
Jim Sallans lived in a generation
which worked with and depended on
horses. 1 His was an important position
in his rural community near Kitchener,
Ontario; the blacksmith shop he operated was essential for the maintenance
of machinery and for the care of horses'
feet for their long hours of labour. The
shop was also the center of local gossip
laced with much profane language, with
the blacksmith rarely being outdone in
the latter. Mr. Sallans was a big man
and it was well known that his temper
and his tongue matched his size. His
home and shop sat side by side, not far
f r o m the Rosebank Brethren in Christ
Church.
One spring, the Brethren in Christ
engaged Rev. William Lewis to hold revival meetings. A tent was pitched on
Pastor Simon Cober's farm on Huron
Road, about three-quarters of a mile
f r o m Sallans' shop, and the nightly services began. During each day, as was the
custom, the evangelist and one of the
local brethren called on homes in the
community, and so came to the Sallans'
home, extending an invitation to attend
the meetings. Sallans refused, as the visitors had expected, with a jest thrown in
that probably the "tent would fall down"
if he ever did come.
However, those were days when entertainment was not readily available, and
Bro. Lewis had promised to tell his own
life story. This somehow intrigued Mr.
Sallans enough that he did attend the
service that night. At the close of the
evening an altar call was given, during
which Jim was approached by Mrs.
Lewis and personally invited to accept
Christ. Mr. Sallans expressed reluctance,
giving as his reason fear of his wife's
reaction and the terrible family quarrel
which would result. After a few minutes,
however, he did go forward. He prayed
until he became "a new creature in
Christ Jesus," and then went home to
break the news to his family.
When he arrived home he found his
wife Lucy sitting on the porch waiting.
With great joy she told him that she
already knew what had happened at the
tent. She had miraculously "heard" the
praying, weeping and the conversations, 2
and had been so convicted of her own
sin that there at home she had joined her

husband in accepting the Lord. When
she then saw her Jim go into the kitchen,
take his tobacco from his pocket and
throw it up on a shelf, she knew for sure
that he was changed. 3
News spread quickly along the grapevine and within days the "cussing cronies" were devising schemes to test the
blacksmith, to see if the tale was really
true. It was decided that the best test
would be to arrive early in the morning
with a horse needing shoes, knock on
the house door, and demand attention
before breakfast. Sallans was known to
get highly irritated by such actions, and
this would surely make him revert to his
old ways. On the appointed day, as the
old buddy approached the house he
heard Mr. Sallans leading his family in
morning prayers. "Bit early this morning, don't you think?" was the unexpected response to the man's request—
and Jim had passed the acid test!
Later that summer, baptism was held
in the New Dundee dam. The drinking
pals turned up to watch and wonder.
Perched on the dam they smoked and
tossed their cigarette butts into the water
as the service proceeded.
Years later, during a pastoral call in
the community, an elderly man said to
the Brethren in Christ pastor, "I don't
put much stock in religion, but if the
faith of your church was able to change
a man like Jim Sallans, you sure must
have something going."
Mr. & Mrs. Sallans remained true to
their Lord and loyal to their church, and
many of their descendants today are
attending Brethren in Christ churches:
Rosebank, Port Colborne, and Houghton.

' T h i s i n c i d e n t t o o k p l a c e in 1933. J i m S a l l a n s w a s t h e n 39 y e a r s old.
2
L u c y S a l l a n s was h a r d - o f - h e a r i n g ever
since s h e s u f f e r e d t w o b o u t s of scarlet f e v e r
as a child.
-'His f a m i l y s a y s t h a t h e i m m e d i a t e l y
s t o p p e d his h e a v y u s e of t o b a c c o a n d a l c o holic b e v e r a g e s , a n d n e v e r a g a i n t o u c h e d
either.
•

Related by James Sider to Ruth Schiedel,
edited by Doris Cober. Additional
information supplied by Annie Sallans Cober.
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The importance
of overseas
missions to
the Brethren in Christ Church
. by Grace Holland

In this day when many needs
clamor for attention, it is necessary
to consider priorities. As problems
and human needs around us increase,
we may be tempted to think we can
no longer afford to give major
emphasis to people in the rest of the
world who need the gospel. But a
study of the relationship between
missions and the health of a denomination yields impressive truths.
1. Missions provides the denomination a way of being faithful to the
main thrust of the Bible. From
Genesis to Revelation, God shows
his concern for the entire world. His
dealings with individuals and nations
are for the purpose of sending his
message to all. The earth is his arid
his k i n g s h i p must one day be
acknowledged by everyone. Under
the domination of Satan, men serve
the creature rather than the Creator.
This evil cuts them off from God,
but God has made provision for the
relationship to be restored. He has
designed that those who are in restored fellowship bear the responsibility—the ministry—of reconciliation.
His theme of reaching all never
fades from his progressive revelation
throughout the Bible. God so loved
the world. The word "all" appears
more than 70 times in the book of
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Romans. The multitude around
God's throne will consist of all nations, kindreds, people, and tongues.
A church is out of harmony with
God's universal purpose if it fails to
m a k e world evangelization top
priority. In the 1984 edition of the
Manual of Doctrine and Government of the Brethren in Christ
Church, we find this statement: "We
believe that the supreme duty and
mission of the Church during this
dispensation is world-wide evangelization in obedience to the Great
Commission of Jesus Christ our
Lord." Melvin Hodges, speaking for
the vigorous Pentecostal churches
here and overseas, says that the
believer or church that is not missionary-minded is automatically cut
off from God's eternal ends and
must remain, at least to a measure,
unfruitful in fulfilling God's design.
2. Missions allows a denomination to show its sincerity in identify-

ing with Christ's overriding concern
for all nations. All four gospels and
the book of Acts record Jesus' parting act of sending the disciples as he
was sent. Acknowledging the teaching is not enough. There must be
admission of the overwhelming need
that remains and there must be
action that is in proportion to the
need. Since half the world is still
unable to hear the gospel from near
neighbors or people of their own culture, Christ's body on earth must
"strain every nerve" to complete the
assignment.
The work is not for a chosen few,
but for all. A denomination of believers needs constant stimulation to
function as Christ's body and take
the good news to the ends of the
earth. Christians need help to know
how to participate and make possible the preaching of "the gospel of
the kingdom in the whole world for a
witness to all the nations" so that the

Outreach is intrinsic to the
gospel. God's view is the world.
He will not rest until
the nations hear. Will we be
in step with God's program . . . ?
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end may come—so there may be the
consummation of Christ's rule.
3. Missions is vital in the unifying
of a denomination around a genuine
cause. The group experiences corporate joy as God works in accord with
their obedience, and people are redeemed. Missions in the denomination provides Christians with a
family-type relationship with missionaries who can reflect to them the
struggles and victories on the cutting
edge of the gospel. Missions priority
and results develop prayer power,
heighten faith, and loosen up funds
as people see God work. The People's Church in Toronto put off
building for years so as not to reduce
their giving to missions. After 31
years this one congregation had contributed four and a half million dollars to foreign missions and were giving annually more than five times as
much to missions as they needed for
their own operational budget, including a building program.
4. Missions provides an outlet for
the spiritual energies of the group.
Christ promised power through the
Holy Spirit for the purpose of witnessing. The witnessing was to take
place in ever widening circles. Where
the Holy Spirit truly abides, the urge
to share the message will bubble
forth. The denomination must utilize the energies of those who are
committed to world evangelization.
If the power is directed outward on
behalf of the body, the body will be
strong. If the denomination fails to
recognize and use it, the energy will
dissipate, will be spent on unimportant things, or will be used to bear
fruit for other groups who recognize
it.
True Christians serve. When members of the denomination learn of
suffering and need, there is compassion. There is giving. There is going.
Will the resources be siphoned off
for other organizations or build up
the denomination? Physical needs
call for Christian response, but the
greatest need is spiritual. Missions
minister to both, offering a solution
for sin—the ultimate cause for all
suffering. The challenge to serve in
the most effective way directs the
energies of the church so that mis12

A study of the relationship between
missions and the health of a
denomination yields impressive
truths. Consider these eight factors.
sionaries need not leave the family in
order to obey the Spirit.
5. Missions adds value to the
denomination, giving it reasons for
existing beyond the drive to create a
strong in-group, or preserve traditions, or live a certain blend of
theology. The d e n o m i n a t i o n is
strengthened as it aligns itself with
God's eternal purpose. Individuals
grow as they learn to focus their
attention on the rest of the world
and become world Christians. They
themselves develop as they pray and
send out missionaries from among
themselves. And the group as a
whole receives vision, challenge, and
growth when the priority is on those
who haven't heard. The joy of participating in God's program worldwide
gives us vitality at the home base.
Our "faith" is attractive and we draw
others to the denomination.
God multiplies our resources when
we give to the cause nearest his heart.
Churches which have made missions
a high priority document this truth.
At the time of the 75th anniversary
of the Christian and Missionary
Alliance Church (which began as a
missionary organization), 1,200 congregations were sending out almost
900 full-time missionaries and investing more than $4,000,000 annually
in missions. Their current goal is to
double their worldwide membership
in a nine-year period. In contrast, it
is an established fact that mainline
denominations who have deemphasized missions, called home more
missionaries, and directed their funds
to other causes have experienced a
great decline in giving and are rapidly
dwindling in numbers.
Gerald Bustin, in an article entitled
"Do Missions Cost or Pay?" {The
Earnest Christian, December 1986),
stated:
"A pastor of a missionary minded
church in Georgia told me that the

year before God changed his outlook he had given only 10 dollars for
missions. God challenged him to
lead his church into missionary giving. They started having a week-long
missionary convention. He encouraged his people to make faith promises during these conventions and see
how much they could give by faith.
The last report I had they were giving around $40,000 per year. This
church has a day school and also a
night Bible school. The pastor said,
'When we have a need in our school
or church we increase our giving to
missions and God meets our need!
Do missions cost or pay?"
6. A vital mission program allows
the denomination to participate in
the only genuine world community.
We can be aware of the physical and
spiritual condition of individual
brothers and sisters on the other side
of the world, and bear them up in
prayer. Members of the denomination are enriched by the testimonies
and insights of national Christians.
They receive fellowship and encouragement from the cross-cultural visitors who report to the denomination. The vision of the denomination
is enlarged and members find fulfillment in inspiring and assisting the
daughter churches in their efforts to
carry out the Great Command of
Christ.
7. Missions emphasis gives stability to a denomination and helps to
keep it from becoming ingrown.
Every minister should know that his
church needs a vigorous program of
outreach as an antidote for selfishness and self-centeredness. Harry
Emerson Fosdick once preached to
his congregation in New York as
they put on a building program. He
said that it could be wicked to have a
new church if they only gathered as a
selfish company. He could see nothing wonderful about trebling the
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membership (of the already large
church) if they failed to bring life to
others outside the church. In the
same way, a denomination with eyes
turned inward to the point of reducing its missions outreach will surely
fail of God's purpose and reap the
deadening effects.
Missions outreach helps the denomination keep its balance theologically and doctrinally. As C. O.
Wittlinger has shown in analyzing
the Brethren in Christ mission movement of the past, the church was
required to balance the concern of
being the church with the concern
for extending the church and as it
did this a flood of spiritual vitality
was released in the denomination.
Wrestling with new cross-cultural

issues also helps the denomination
distinguish between cultural traditions and eternal principles. We develop a more balanced interpretation of Scripture. As we see dangers
and manifestations of evil in other
forms, we are more sensitive to look
for our own. As we pass on our
wholesome emphases on brotherhood and peace-making in other settings, our own understandings are
deepened.
8. Finally, missions provides the
proving and training ground for
strong denominational leadership.
As cross-cultural opportunities are
provided for the outlet of spiritual
energies, young people enter God's
service. They develop world perspective. They see world needs at first

hand. They observe and participate
in the spread of the church and the
working out of doctrine in new
situations, and they are prepared for
leadership. Poor would have been
our denomination without the insights, inspiration, and leadership
produced through our efforts to
evangelize others overseas.
Self-centeredness immobilizes the
church. Outreach is intrinsic to the
gospel. God's view is the world. He
will not rest until the nations hear.
Will we be in step with his program
or will we be preoccupied with our
own idea of developing ourselves?
"As burning is to fire, so are missions
to the church." Without a consuming passion for missions, we die.

Denominations:
They play a crucial role in
making "disciples of all nations"
by Jim Montgomery

Denominations have suffered a
lot of abuse over the years.
Some have suggested they are a
modern expression of the jealousy and strife Paul wrote about
to the Corinthians. One would
say, "/belong to Paul." Another,
" / belong to Apollos."
Others have rued the impression that Roman Catholics are
unified (not true) while Protestants are split into a thousand
pieces.
Denominations are a sin, some
say, because they deny the oneness Jesus spoke of in John 17.
It's true, of course, that denominations can result in pride, party
spirit, exclusiveness and can prevent the Body of Christ from
functioning as a body.
On the other hand, if their
energies and resources can be
effectively harnessed, denominations can play a powerful role in
the completion of the Great Commission. They have the muscle.
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the machinery and the money to
make things happen. If they didn't
exist, we might have to invent
them.
While the need for the body of
Christ in a country to perceive
itself as a body and to function as
a body is acute, it is also true that
the body is made up of many
parts. For a body to function well,
the parts must work in coordination.
For this to happen, each part of
the body must be expected to do
only that which it does best. As
the Apostle Paul pointed out, "If
the whole body were an eye,
where would the sense of hearing
be?"
In this analogy, each denomination (and each parachurch organization) is a separate part of
the body of Christ of a nation.
Some have a sense of calling,
experience, and appeal to one
economic level and some to another; some to rural areas, some

to the cities; some to minority
groups, some to majorities. There
are a great variety of worship
styles, organizational structures,
and other emphases. Churches
from four different denominations can assemble on the corners
of an intersection and all flourish.
Some people will be attracted to
one, some to another.
When each is doing what it
knows best how to do—but all
towards the multiplication of
churches—the body is functioning at its peak efficiency towards
the completion of the Great Commission. Despite their potential
for pride and disunity, denominations can and do play a significant
role in the discipling of nations.

Reprinted with permission from Dawn
Reports, published by DA WN Ministries, P. O. Box 32720, San Jose, CA
95152.
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A gift to share
And the multitudes asked, "What then shall we do?
And he answered them, "He who has two coats, let him
share with him who has none; and he who has food,
let him do likewise" (Luke 3: 10,11).
Throughout MCC's history sharing has been
part of the Mennonite story. Here MCC quilts
are distributed to flood victims in Japan in
the late 1950s.
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Baptism site two miles from Silozwe with
the granite Matopo hills in the background.

Silozwe
baptism
and
communion
by Steve Newcomer

Steve and Chris Newcomer and theirfamily have been in Zimbabwe since December
1986, where Steve teaches at
Matopo
Secondary
School.
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The Matopo hills have long been
a center for religious ceremonies.
Ever since the Kalanga people began
their worship of the Mlimu at Njelele, these granite hills have been
pervaded with an aura testifying to
the presence of God. On this particular weekend, Brethren in Christ from
four churches have gathered together
to worship Nkulunkulu (God), the
one true God. The route to Silozwe
passes through some of the most
impressive and majestic areas of the
Matopos. Simply travelling and viewing the beauty and grandeur of a
part of the world our God has made
is adequate to set the tone for what
everyone expects will be a rich and
rewarding weekend.

is not very good. The nearest location for baptism is almost two miles
from the meeting place. Water for
washing and cleaning is carried by
donkey cart to meet the needs of the
people. In spite of the deficiency of
physical water, there is no shortage
of the "living water" that everyone
has gathered together to seek. Spiritual cups are filled to overflowing
and thirsts are being quenched.
There is a cool, biting breeze
blowing. It feels good to come inside
and share the physical warmth of a
group of people. Even better is the
spiritual warmth shared by a group
of believers that have come together.
"Where two or three are gathered
together in my name. . . ."

Saturday afternoon

Saturday evening

It is a weekend of striking contrasts. The drought has been severe
in this area. The land shows a parched
barrenness. People coming were instructed to bring their own drinking
water because the local water supply

Circled around a blazing bonfire
under a star-filled, moonlit sky, the
serenity of this place is very imposing. The dark and silent hills are
made to ring with songs of praise
and words of testimony bearing witii

ness t o the greatness of o u r G o d . It
all seems so a p p r o p r i a t e . T i m e has
little m e a n i n g . O p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r
g r o u p fellowship such as this are n o t
f r e q u e n t , so e v e r y o n e tries to m a k e
t h e m o s t of o u r t i m e together. If the
m e e t i n g c o n t i n u e s until midnight, so
be it. Sleep is gladly sacrificed f o r the
richness of worship.
Sunday morning
O u r g a t h e r i n g t a k e s place at a
r u r a l p r i m a r y school. It is interesting
t h a t this place which is used d u r i n g
the week t o s p r e a d the gospel of
e a r t h l y w i s d o m c a n also be used f o r
the d i s p e r s i o n of a different gospel.
This is a gospel which surpasses the
w i s d o m of the world. It is a gospel
o u r world c a n n o t c o m p r e h e n d a n d
views as foolishness. It is the gospel
of a b s o l u t e t r u t h a n d love which we
c a n only p a r t l y u n d e r s t a n d , yet can
fully p a r t a k e of. T h e s a c r a m e n t of
c o m m u n i o n a n d the experience of
f e e t w a s h i n g i m p r e s s us w i t h t h e
solemnity a n d holiness of this occasion. "This d o in r e m e m b r a n c e of
me."
T h e simplicity of the s u r r o u n d ings does n o t h i n g t o detract f r o m the
f e l l o w s h i p . T h e lack of w i n d o w
p a n e s , electricity or sufficient space
b e c o m e s u n i m p o r t a n t . If the w o r shippers g r o w t o o m a n y f o r the
r o o m , t h a t is n o p r o b l e m . T h e adults
a n d elderly squeeze inside a n d the
children a n d y o u t h g a t h e r at the
w i n d o w s outside. T h e r e is n o correl a t i o n between facilities a n d fellowship. It is t r u e t h a t " t h e M o s t High
d o e s not dwell in houses m a d e by
human hands."
Sunday afternoon
T h e t i m e h a s c o m e f o r each of us
t o d e p a r t a n d return t o o u r respective h o m e s . T h e r e is a world waiting
f o r us t h a t desperately needs w h a t
we have t o offer. H a v e lives been
c h a n g e d a n d new beginnings m a d e
as a result of o u r efforts? Only G o d is
able t o k n o w the hearts of m e n . O u r
privilege a n d o b l i g a t i o n is t o present
the message of salvation a n d r e p e n t a n c e t o t h o s e we e n c o u n t e r . T h e
response is individual a n d beyond
o u r c o n t r o l . T h e w e e k e n d is over,
b u t o u r w o r k goes on.
•
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od at wort- in our world
An enduring witness
Ethel Bundy—Navajo
Mission
We have a craft shop at Navajo
Brethren in Christ Mission where we
meet people from Europe, South America, or any state of the U.S.A. Approximately 1,250 people gathered at Chaco
National Monument and participated in
the ceremonies to help bring the earth
into a new age. They considered August
16 and 17 as sacred dates based on the
Aztec, Mayan, and other old calendars.
Buses operated 24 hours a day taking
people to and from a base camp for
ceremonies at nine sites in the park.
August 16 and 17 had been prophesied as a critical turning point for the
planet. The Hopi and other Indians
prophesied that on August 17, 1987,
"144,000 Sun Dance Enlightened Teachers will totally awaken in their dreammind bodies . . . and the Rainbow
Lights will be seen all over the world.
These Rainbow Light Dreams will help
awaken the rest of humanity." The
Aztec calendar ends August 17, 1987,
and according to the ancient Maya, the
dates August 16-17, 1987 are "precise
calibration points in a harmonic scale
that mark the moment when the process
of global civilization climaxes," says
anthropologist and art historian, Jose
Arguelles. He named this gathering the
Harmonic Convergence. There were
signs marked "HC" at different places
including the Blanco Trading Post, two
and a half miles from the mission.
Printed directions told people to take
Highway 57, the road past the mission,
to get to the HC Base Camp.
Printed information also stated, "You
cannot say that you have the only way,
for all ways are true." However, we
encouraged Navajo Christians to remember Acts 4:12, "Jesus is the only one
who can save people. His name is the
only power in the world that has been
given to save people. And we must be
saved through him." (New Century
Version)
We had opportunity to witness to
many in the craft shop. One man wished
there would be something firm that
would not change. We told him the
Bible is such! (His father was Greek
Orthodox, his mother Roman Catholic.
He lived among Mormons in Salt Lake
City and was a pre-med student con-

fused by some teachings of science. The
woman with him had been Methodist
but was into Buddhism.)
Sunday morning a reporter from the
Washington Post sat in our living room.
She was in search of a telephone and a
place to write other than in her rented
car. She left just before time for us to
leave for church, but not before we had
the opportunity to drop a word for the
Lord along with a cup of coffee.

Another won
Rich and Kathy
Steubing—Zambia
Howard Sikwela, a Brethren in Christ
student at the Theological College of
Central Africa, began talking to Kalima
Bwale as he worked on a building project at the college. Kalima, a Roman
Catholic, had converted to Islam. After
clearly explaining the way of salvation,
Howard suggested he think it over and
come back with any questions he had.
Kalima returned with his questions.
(In a course on John's Gospel, Rich
Stuebing had pointed out how Muslims
interpret Jesus' promise of another Comforter to be a reference to Muhammad,
thus preparing Howard to deal with
Kalima's question on this point.) In a
few weeks Kalima opened his life to
Christ. Howard now has the joy of discipling him. They also worship together
at the Ndola Brethren in Christ Church.
Another person won for the Master!

God prepared their hearts
Ah'in arid Thata Book— Venezuela
We asked for prayer for the salvation
of Jorge and Minerva. God is beautifully working in their lives. Just about
the time we requested prayer for them,
they did accept the Lord and are now
attending services regularly. Once when
Alvin asked Jorge if he would like to
pray during our Bible reading in their
home, he hesitated, not comfortable yet
to pray audibly. The next week he did
pray. The following Sunday, when Alvin
asked him to take up the offering, he
came to the front, took the plate, and
before Alvin knew what he was doing,
Evangelical
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he was praying the offering prayer. The
daughter says he is reading the Bible and
praying much at home and also with the
family. Pray for them.
Gustavo and Magali with three little
ones came first to a Saturday evening
film showing. They had been referred to
us by a Christian lady whom we did not
know, but who was having Bible study
in their home. They began attending
services. Following the film showing
two weeks later, Raul (our helper) gave
an invitation to accept the Lord. Their
little three-year-old quickly held up his
hand. Raul invited him forward and
picked him up. The parents got up and
followed. Raul prayed with them and
instructed them. We believe they were
sincere in receiving the Lord. Gustavo
comes from a Christian background,
but not Magali. We feel God prepared

the hearts of these two couples, just as
we had asked folks to pray.

A foreman's concern
Barry and Carolyn Horst—
Macha Mission Hospital, Zambia
As maintenance/building foreman
here at Macha, one of my areas of ministry is to the men on the maintenance
crew. About half of the 30 men are professing Christians. It is encouraging to
talk with them about their commitment
to Christ. Alick, our electrician, told me
recently that he has family devotions
three times a week and looks forward to
Sunday school class on Sunday morning where he can refer questions that he
wasn't able to answer during the week.

Many of the unsaved men on the
maintenance crew spend their leisure
time "drinking with the boys" at the
local bar. This is an area of very deep
concern to many of us. Just this week I
asked our plumber, a good friend of the
bar owner, if he ever attended church.
He said that he used to be very active in
the church, even going with the visitation teams to the villages. But he became
disillusioned with Christianity after having a misunderstanding with the pastor.
He emphasized though that his three
boys come to church every Sunday, and
his wife attends another local church. I
think the Lord is working in our
plumber's heart, and I am anxious for
an opportunity to continue the discussion with him. Please pray that he will
come into a close, personal relationship
with the Lord.

Daniel and his
Oklahoma friends
John and Anna Eyster—
Thomas, Oklahoma
It all began as we sat around the table
after a board meeting at Navajo Mission. Brother Don Zook mentioned the
difficulty in training local maintenance
men in Zambia. I told him that if they
would send a man to us in Oklahoma,
we could teach him preventive maintenance on diesel motors and how to
operate them.
About a year later, on November 19,
1986, my wife and I drove to the airport
in O k l a h o m a City to meet Daniel
Muchindu.
Daniel attended Sikalongo Bible
Institute, Zambia, Africa, but more recently had been working in maintenance. He left behind in Zambia his wife
and two children (a girl and a boy) at
Sikalongo, and now another son has
been born into the family. Daniel is an
intelligent young man, a sincere Christian, a preacher of the gospel, and he has
a real desire to learn. He is not afraid of
work, never complains, and is always
grateful for everything you do for him.
Daniel expressed a desire to learn
about electricity. So we arranged with
our daughter whose husband is an electrical contractor in Texarkana, Tx., for
him to live with them for six weeks while
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he worked with the men on the job and
learned some practical things about
electricity. He enjoyed his stay there
where he also learned some practical
things about fishing.
After returning to Oklahoma he
worked on the farm—getting experience
feeding hogs and cattle, and learning
how to care for and operate machinery.
He learned quickly how to operate an
electric welder. For the last six weeks of
his stay in Oklahoma he drove the trac-

tor preparing and fertilizing the soil for
wheat planting in the fall.
Daniel participated in church activities, sang in the choir, attended Sunday
school class activities, helped in VBS,
preached several times, attended Regional Conference in Iowa, and let his
cheerful presence be felt among us.
Daniel, we love you, and as you leave,
we will remember you and pray for you.
(Daniel returned to Zambia on August
31, 1987.)
•
ii
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Allegheny Conference
Carl Bert made a presentation of the G R A D E
Ministries on Sept. 13 to the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. • Various groups of the
Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, have supplied the White Marsh church planting with offering plates, chorus books, communion set, and
money. • J o h n Hawbaker spoke Oct. 7 to the Big
Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., about this trip
to Africa. • The Canoe Creek congregation, Holidaysburg. Pa., recently enjoyed the ministry of
The Gospel Strings. On Sept. 13 (Grandparents
Day), the morning service was conducted by the
grandparents of the congregation.
On Oct. 10, the Carlisle, Pa., congregation
sponsored a "Walk Through the Bible—New Testament" seminar. The youth had a "5th Quarter"
get-together after the Oct. 2 high school football
game. • The Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa., was recently part of the Billy Graham
Crusade with Rev. Howard Jones, evangelist. An
appreciation night and money tree were given

Sept. 23 to Pastor and Mrs. Eugene Heidler. His
farewell sermon was Sept. 30. • On Sept. 20, Dennis and Eunice Myers, Zambia, shared mission
experiences during the morning worship and Sunday school hours of the Cedar Heights congregation, Mill Hall, Pa.
The Chambersburg. Pa., congregation had Fall
Rally Day, Sept. 13, with the Gospel Express
ministry and a meal. The second Fall Festival Day
was Sept. 27 with Esther Snyder, Director of
Christian Education for the Manor congregation.
• Homecoming Sunday, Oct. 4, began a week of
revival meetings at the Clear Creek church, Everett, Pa. The main speaker was Luke Keefer, Sr. •
A Brethren Home Ministries Learning Fair for
Christian education workers was held Sept. 28,29
at the Fairview Ave. church, Waynesboro, Pa.
The annual missions conference was Oct. 11-14 on
the theme, "Bringing Back the King" with Woody
Phillips, speaker.
The Sept. 20 evening worship hour of the Five
Forks congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., included
music by Bobbi Ann Martin and a puppet show. •

Dan Houck appointed
to associate role for
Atlantic Conference BCL
The General Conference Board for
Congregational Life has appointed Dan
Houck as Associate for Field Services to
the Atlantic Conference. Dan has most
recently served pastorates at Stowe Brethren in Christ (four years) and Shenks
Brethren in Christ (five years). He also
has had experience as a youth director
and a young adult leader.
Dan did his college work at Messiah
College and United Wesleyan College,
from which he graduated in 1978. He
also holds a Master of Divinity degree
from Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. Dan and his wife Sharon (Christman) have four children: John (11),
Joshua (7), Joy (4) and Julie (2 months).
They live in Palmyra, Pa.
Dan's reponsibilities with the Board
for Congregational Life include being a
resource to local congregations for planning, training, and evaluating congregational life programs such as Christian
education, music, worship, youth, and
Sunday school. Dan will also work
closely with the Atlantic Conference
BCL in providing services to assist in
18

congregational development on a regionwide basis. The General Conference
board is working toward placing associates for field services in all regional
conferences. Presently there are associates in both the Allegheny and Canadian conferences.
In addition, Dan will serve as Director of Ministries with Kenbrook Bible
Camp, giving leadership to the summer
youth camp program, as well as working for the advancement of Kenbrook
throughout the Atlantic Conference.
This cooperative agreement between Kenbrook and the Board for Congregational Life allows for greater service in
all areas of congregational life, including camping. It also provides an example of agencies of the denomination
working together to serve the local
church more effectively and efficiently.
The ministry of the Board for Congregational Life, as with the other General Conference agencies of the church,
is made possible by your gifts to Cooperative Ministries.

Marshall. Eleanor, and Keith Poe were the guests
of the Grantham congregation's M P F meeting on
Sept. 16. On Oct. 4, parents and grandparents of
Sunday school children were invited to "Back to
Sunday school night" where they met teachers,
heard about curriculum, and discovered ideas for
home nurture. • The film "First Fruits" was shown
Oct. 3 to the Green Grove congregation. Spring
Mills, Pa. Bill and Mary Hoke were with the
congregation on Oct. 4.
Twenty people were received in September as
members of the Hanover, Pa., congregation. The
church gym is now open for congregational and
community use from 7-10 p.m. each Thursday. •
The Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa., held
special services with Don Shafer Sept. 2-23. • The
Assimilating New People seminar by Ken Letner
and Devon Bontrager was given Sept. 17 for the
Martinsburg, Pa., congregation. • The Mechanicsburg. Pa., congregation has in operation S P U R
groups—for study, prayer, unity, and relating.
Nine persons recently have held one-on-one discipling assignments in conjunction with the Timothy
program. • Ken Letner was guest speaker recently
on "preparing yourself for the task of teaching"
with the Montgomery Sunday school staff, Mercersburg. Pa.
Roy Musser was speaker for Rally/ Homecoming Day Oct. 18 at Morning Hour Chapel, East
Berlin, Pa. • The Mt. Rock church board, Shippensburg. Pa., planned a retreat for Oct. 30-31. •
During the Sept. 27 Sunday school hour, the adult
class of South Mountain Chapel, Shippensburg,
reflected on the purpose statement of the congregation as developed by the church board. • The
West Shore congregation, Enola, Pa., got an early
start on Christmas program rehearsals on Sept.
13.

Atlantic Conference
Nita Flentge was honored recently as "teacher
of the year" at Community Bible Chapel, Sarasota, Fla. An outreach seminar was held Sept. 19
and 22. A representative of Victory Village, an
alternative to abortion, spoke Sept. 27. • The
Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., celebrated its 100th year with services Sept. 30-0ct. 4.
The plans included the presence of former pastors
Samuel Brubaker, Jay Sisco, and Allon Dourte; a
love feast; a slide presentation on the church's
history; and a concert by the Gospel Tide H o u r
Choir. • The film "The Prodigal" was shown at the
Cross Roads church, Mt. Joy, Pa., on Oct. 25.
The Elizabethtown. Pa., congregation kicked
off the Sunday school year Sept. 6 with a musical
presentation by the children. The congregation
sponsored a men's and ladies' invitational golf
tournament on Sept. 26. • Don Shafer spoke in
spiritual life meetings Oct. 11-14 at the Fairland
church, Cleona, Pa. • Visiting teams f r o m Fellowship Chapel, Bronx, N.Y., and the Stowe, Pa.,
congregation swapped ministries on Sept. 13 and
20. • Two persons were baptized Sept. 13 into the
Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa.
Sixteen persons under the leadership of Audis
Gaddis, a recent Eastern Mennonite Seminary
graduate, are committed to a new church planting
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in Harrisonburg, Va. • Balloons announcing the
church's location were launched recently by the
Hershey, Pa., congregation as a finale to the children's summer Bible series. A Sunday school hour
was added to the life of the congregation on Sept.
13. • A family finance seminar was held at the
Holden Park church, Orlando, Fla., Sept. 10, 17,
24, and Oct. 1.
Glenn Dalton, pastor of the Harrisburg, Pa.,
congregation, spoke in a Zone 3 pastoral exchange
Sept. 27 at the Hummelstown, Pa., church. • Dr.
Paul Faulkner's film series "Making Things Right
(When Things Go Wrong)" was shown in September and October to interested persons of the
Lancaster, Pa., congregation. Earl Musser is the
new interim pastor. • The Manheim, Pa., congregation celebrated its new organ with a dedicatory
recital on Sept. 27 with artist Richard Van Auken.
• Rev. William Murray, son of Madalyn Murray
O'Hare of Dallas, Tx., spoke at the Manor church,
Mountville, Pa., on Oct. 4. A junior high youth
retreat was Oct. 2-4 at Refreshing Mountain
Retreat.
Alice Dourte was guest missionary speaker
Sept. 27 for the Mastersonville congregation,
Manheim, Pa. A Sunday school picnic was enjoyed Sept. 19. • The Mt. Pleasant congregation,
Mt. Joy, Pa., had a Christian Workers' Seminar
on Oct. 18 which included instruction in the use of
a new resource room and AV equipment. • Dr.
Howard Landis of Messiah College spoke Sept. 27
to the Palmyra, Pa., congregation on "The Power
in the Pew."
The Christ Crusaders of the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., planned a trip to Rehobeth
Beach on Sept. 12. The Pequea Singers participated in a Sept. 20 community hymn sing. • On
the evening of Oct. 11, the Refton, Pa., congregation enjoyed a presentation by Messiah Village
featuring a report on their new Alzheimer's Center
and music by the Village Male Chorus. Oct. 25
was Family Ministries Sunday, including an evening panel discussion on Christian family stewardship and a session by Esther Snyder on family
issues of the mid-life years.
On Sept. 13 (Ministry Sunday), a four-member
panel of pastors shared their call and issues related
to ministerial service with the Shenks congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa. The Greiner family
evangelistic team ministered on Rally Day, Sept.
20. A Maranatha Productions drama team led a
Sept. 27 zone rally service. • The Skyline View
congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., held a missions
weekend, Oct. 10-11, with a Saturday fellowship
dinner. Arthur Climenhaga speaking on Sunday
morning, and Marshall and Eleanor Poe on Sunday evening.
Kevin Ryan was installed Sept. 13 as pastor of
the Souderton, Pa., congregation. • The Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa., planned a
retreat for Oct. 2-4. • The outreach commission of
the Stowe, Pa., congregation challenged the church
to invite 25 visitors in the five Sundays, Sept.
27—Oct. 25. • Construction has begun on the
Summit View church building, Gordonville, Pa.,
with the roof to be put on in October, and interior
painting scheduled for December. The congregation recently viewed the film series, "Who Cares
about Love?" concerning friendship evangelism.

Canadian Conference
The Cheapside congregation, Nanticoke,
enjoyed a pig roast in early September. On
27, the Christ Crusaders planned a Bible
night for all ages. Joe and Marietta Smith

November 1987

Ont.,
Sept.
quiz
from

Mental health
scholarships
to be awarded
Mennonite Mental Health Services
( M M H S ) is again awarding scholarships to college or graduate students
pursuing careers in mental health fields.
The scholarships, to be awarded in
the spring for the 1988-1989 academic
year, are available from the Elmer Ediger
Memorial Scholarship Fund. Elmer
Ediger was one of the founders of
M M H S and the director of Prairie View
in Newton, Kan., from 1957 until his
death in 1983.
The fund, managed by M M H S helps
young people get the training they need
to serve the mentally ill and developmentally disabled.
The scholarships will be between $500
and $1,000. Students may receive them
for up to two years, reports Carl L.

India shared on Sept. 29. • The Gilmore Trio from
Wainfleet brought an evening of music to the Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., on Sept.
20. • A Gospel Tide Hour dinner was held Sept. 28
at the Heise Hill church, Gormley, Ont., with
speaker George Lucas from India. The Sept. 27
110th anniversary of the congregation was celebrated with a noon meal and afternoon festivities.
The Houghton congregation, Langton, Ont.,
had leadership training in September for the
A W A N A club program which began Sept. 29.
Mark and Jane Sider completed Islamic studies
Sept. 11 at Fuller School of World Missions in
preparation for leaving Nov. 23 for mission in
Malawi, South-central Africa. • Beginning Sept.
20, the six-part film series, "Turn Your Heart
Toward Home" was shown to the Lakeside Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., during morning services. Seminars were then held- in the evening with programs for all ages.
The Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon,
Sask., planned a family life weekend Oct. 16-18
with Henry Ginder. Pastor Doug Sider entitled his
fall sermon series on biblical heroes, "God Will
Make it Possible." • Sandi Hannigan led a "Learning and Growing Together" seminar Sept. 18-19
for the North East Community congregation,
Calgary, Alb. A new Bible study, "Congratulations, You're Gifted," began Oct. 8. • Wilbur
Benner spoke in Oct. 13-18 revival meetings at the
Oak Ridges, Ont., church. • The Port Colborne,
Ont., congregation's Pioneer Clubs had a Sept. 22
flashlight hike and picnic.
Two persons were baptized Sept. 12 at the
Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont. • On the
evening of Sept. 20, the Teen Challenge Choir
f r o m Hamilton ministered to the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont. The film "A New
Beginning" was shown. • On Sept. 13, Len Frayle
reported to the Sherkston, Ont., congregation on
his two years of service with Operation Mobilization on the ship Doulous. • The Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont., held an installation

Good, executive director of M M H S .
Five or six students receive scholarships
yearly.
To qualify for the scholarships, candidates must be graduate students or
college juniors or seniors with a declared
major and vocational interest in mental
health, developmental disabilities, or
related fields. Those who apply should
have at least a C+ average in college.
Other factors considered are service
experience, active membership in a Mennonite, Brethren in Christ, or Church of
the Brethren congregation, attendance
at a church-related college and financial
need.
Applications and all supporting data
for the scholarships must be received by
March 1, 1988. M M H S will announce
winners April 15, 1988.
For application forms write to: Carl
L. Good, Executive Director, Mennonite Mental Health Services, Box M,
Akron, PA 17501.

service and carry-in meal on Sept. 13 to welcome
new pastor Gordon Gooderham.
A seniors appreciation dinner was served Sept.
13 at the Stayner, Ont., church. • On Sept. 17, the
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation welcomed The
Hoppers for an evening of music. The "PrimeTimers" group held mini-olympics Sept. 19 with
games and a barbecue. • The new West Heights
church. Kitchener, Ont., was dedicated on Sept.
20.

Central Conference
The Board of Christian Education of the Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, recently
sponsored a seminar on death and dying with Rev.
Jay Althouse. Oct. 11 was Rally Day. • The Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio,
planned a yard sale for Oct. 10. • The new name of
the Birmingham church planting is the Cahaba
Valley Brethren in Christ Church, resulting from
the targeting of a specific area of the city. • The
Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind., had
the "Journey of Power—Prayer" workshop on
Oct. 3 with Ken Gibson. "The Christian Whiz
Kids" recently discussed rock music in one of their
meetings.
The youth group of the Fairview congregation,
Englewood, Ohio, has moved its meetings to Sunday nights. On Oct. 10, the youth helped served a
meal to the Board of Brotherhood Concerns meeting at the church. • The Highland congregation,
West Milton, Ohio, sponsored a Farewell to
Summer retreat Sept. 12-13 for Central Conference youth. The congregation had a missions festival Sept. 26-27 with Marshall and Eleanor Poe,
and Bruce and Meryl Bundy. • Greg Rowan, pianist and singer, was in concert Sept. 27 at the Lakeview Community church, Goodrich, Mich.
September was "Get to Noah Friend Month" at
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the Mooretown church, Sandusky, Mich., with a
"guess who's coming to dinner" on Sept. 27. The
congregation has decided by unanimous vote to
expand its present facilities. • The Nappanee, Ind.,
congregation presented the children's musical
" W h o Built the A r k 7 ' on Oct. 11 at the church,
and two other times in the community. • Bishop
Alderfer planned to visit the Peace Chapel congregation, Ravenna, Ohio, on Oct. 18. Eighteen
persons were baptized in a late September service.
The Jews for Jesus film "Still Not Ashamed"
was shown Sept. 20 to the Pleasant Hill, Ohio,
congregation. A spiritual growth weekend with
Calvin Hamblin was planned for Oct. 30—Nov. 1.
• Oct. 24 was set aside by the Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., for an all-church fall
party. • An Oct. 10 "Shepherd's Guide Workshop" with Ken Gibson was planned by the Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio. A special September council discussed the church board's
philosophy of ministry.

needy families. • The Ontario, Calif., church has
been the site of WISE meetings—Women meeting
for Inspiration and Support—for those living with
an alcoholic. The organization is sponsored by the
Pacific Conference Board of Brotherhood Concerns.
Judith Angell of the Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., recently returned from two
years of missionary service with Wycliffe Bible
Translators on Easter Island (Chile) and in Peru.
Member Alice Kroeker attended a Christian education conference given by the David C. Cook
company. • The new meeting house of the Riverside, Calif., congregation was open for worship
and fellowship on the evening of Sept. 20. • An
all-church picnic Sept. 13 for the Upland, Calif.,
congregation included a father/ son Softball game,
volleyball, singing, and vespers. Ken Letner led a
seminar on discovering and implementing spiritual gifts on Oct. 11.

Miller: Randy Stuart II. March 15; Randy and
Susan (Stiffler) Miller, Clear Creek congregation,
Everett, Pa.
Nyman: Seth David, Dec. 14, 1986; Keith and
Edith Nyman, Marsh Creek congregation, Pa.
Packech: Nicholas William, Sept. 15; Jeff and
Sandy Packech, Cedar Heights congregation. Pa.
Peterman: Ryan Michael, Aug. 25; David and
Cheryl Peterman, Carlisle congregation. Pa.
Reist: Daniel Timothy, Aug. 29; Timothy and
Joanne (Leaman) Reist, Manor congregation. Pa.
Rogers: Erica Dawn, June 29; Randy and
Brenda Rogers, Marsh Creek congregation, Pa.
Royer: Kayla Ellen, Aug. 22; Eric and Wanda
(Wheeler) Royer, Cedar Heights congregation.
Pa.
Ryder: Ashley Elise, Sept. 8; Randy and Ann
Ryder, Antrim congregation. Pa.
Saba: Ryan, Sept. 13; Abdullah and Angie
Saba, Beulah Chapel congregation, Ohio.

Midwest Conference
A "Celebrate Cooperation" rally was held Sept.
20 at the Bethany church, Thomas, Okla., with
speaker Glenn Ginder. • Lester and Ruth Wolgem u t h o f t h e Cross Roads congregation, Pa., spent
the summer helping at the Navajo Mission, Bloomfield, N.M. Thirty-nine children came forward to
acknowledge their need of Christ at summer Bible
school. • This fall, the adult Sunday school class of
the Oak Park congregation, Des Moines, Iowa,
took a walk "Through the Bible"—an overview of
the entire Bible. The congregation hosted a Sept.
27 Gilead Ministries program for those trying to
overcome compulsive habits.
The "Focus on the Family" films were shown
for the Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation and
friends beginning Oct. 4. Eight persons were baptized Sept. 8 into the Rosebank congregation.
Hope, Ks. A joint meeting of the Rosebank and
Abilene congregations on Sept. 13 hosted speaker
Merle Brubaker, Director of Stewardship for the
brotherhood, and Leslie Harvel of Heaven's Gate
Women's Shelter, San Francisco, Calif. • Seven
persons were baptized recently after the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., gathered for a picnic
supper at F a r n u m Creek. Sept. 19 was church
spruce-up day. A Sept. 20 breakfast was enjoyed
by the Sunday school staff.

Sider: Andrew Jacob, Sept. 3; Wayne and Jill
(Moore) Sider, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.

For the Record
Births

The Chino, Calif., congregation recently installed two new staff members: Wanda Martin,
Minister to Children; and Tim Lynch, Minister to
Youth. A fall round-up for church families Sept.
11-13 included a teen bicycle trip to the beach,
children's carnival and hayride, and the "people
mover," Bob Van, on Sunday evening for the
entire family. Activities ended with an ice cream
social. • Lifeline Ministries of San Francisco,
Calif., held a banquet Oct. 16 with musician Pamela Fayler, and master of ceremonies Donald
Green of San Francisco Christian Center.
Sept. 5 was work day at the Moreno Community church, Moreno Valley, Calif., to prepare for
another year of Christian school. Donna Kaye and
C o m p a n y were in concert Sept. 13. The food ministry of the congregation has been in use helping
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Strouse: Channa Lee, Sept. 11; Roger and
Sharon Strouse. Cedar Heights congregation, Pa.

Blackburn: Kellsey Louise, Aug. 21; Bob and
Debbie Blackburn, Highland congregation, Ohio.

Trouton: Samantha Lee, July 2; Grant and
Pam Trouton, Lakeside Community congregation, Alb.

Burd: Michael Lynn, Sept. 3; Jeff and Penny
Burd, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa.

Weaver: Nathan Allen, March 1; Kenny and
Debra Weaver, Marsh Creek congregation. Pa.

Burton: Gregory Philip, Aug. 26; Tim and
Sandra Burton, Massey Place congregation, Ont.

Wenger: Corey Jay, Aug. 21; Nelson and Gail
Wenger, Manheim congregation. Pa.

Denny: Corey Lee, May 15; Charles and Debra
Denny, Manheim congregation, Pa.

Winters: Andrew Michael, Sept. 11; Eugene
and Kelly Winters, Refton congregation, Pa.

Geibe: Matthew David, Aug. 13; David and
Diane (Drescher) Geibe, Manor congregation. Pa.

Young: Aaron Jay, March 19; Leroyand Jane
Young, Green Grove congregation. Spring Mills,
Pa.

Hagans: Sara Rose, Sept. 17; Dave and Angie
Hagans. Chambersburg congregation. Pa.
Hamilton: Evan Paul, J a n . 8; Randy and
Deborah Hamilton, Manheim congregation. Pa.
Hannigan: Joel Fitzpatrick, Aug. 12; Patrick
and Susan (Day) Hannigan, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Harter: Wyatt Jeffrey, April 19; Jeff and
Lynnette Harter. Marsh Creek congregation. Pa.
Heagy: Dean Lewis, Sept. 15; Samuel and Jean
(Hess) Heagy, Manor congregation. Pa.

Pacific Conference

Steager: Daniel Robert, Sept. 4; Dwayne and
Shari (Sides) Steager, Pequea congregation, Pa.

Hogg: David Charles Lloyd, Aug. 25; Larry
and Laura (Routley) Hogg, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Hollinger: Eric David, July 9; Steve and Cindy
Hollinger, Manheim congregation. Pa.
Kilmer: Philip Loy IV, Aug. 18; Philip and Sue
Kilmer, Cedar Grove congregation. Pa.
Lauver: Adam Douglas. June 6; Chuck and
Linda (Eberly) Lauver, Summit View congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Barr-Laudig: Cindi Lee Laudig. Carlisle, Pa.,
and Dennis Barr, Grantham, Pa., Aug. 29 in the
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
James Schambach officiating.
Beitz-VanBortel: Donna, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth VanBortel, and Russell, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Beitz, Aug. 29 in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. M.
Eugene Heidler officiating.
Bolze-Herr: Julie Ann, daughter of Joanne
Herr, Mill Hall, Pa., and the late Lewis E. Herr,
and Jeffrey Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne E.
Bolze, Mill Hall, Sept. 26 at the Cedar Heights
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n L.
Bundy officiating.

Mansell: Pamela Danae. March 3; J o h n and
Deborah Mansell, Marsh Creek congregation. Pa.

Brockwell-Ruppert: Corrie Lea, daughter of
J o h n and Sandra Ruppert, Stayner, Ont.. and
Robert James, son of Mervyn and Susan Brockwell, Stayner, Aug. 22 at the Stayner Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Harvey B. Stickley
officiating.

Miller: Andrew Eugene, July 2; Wesley and
Donna (Wolfe) Miller, Green Grove congregation, Spring Mills. Pa.

Card-Welch: Heather Annette, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Welch, Pt. Burwell, Ont., and
Roderick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Card,

Lupfer: Krista Marie, Aug. 25; Otis and Jackie
(Helsel) Lupfer, Cumberland Valley congregation, Pa.

Evangelical Visitor

Dorchester. Ont.. July 25 at Houghton Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. John Sider officiating.

Omer King officiating. Interment was in the Silverdale Cemetery.

Heisey-Winters: Sandra, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald J. Winters, Lancaster, Pa., and Jay.
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd R, Heisey. Mt. Joy,
Pa.. Sept. 19 in the Refton Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. John Arthur Brubaker and
Rev. Dale Engle officiating.

Dodson: Anthony N. Dodson. 21, born April
6, 1966, the son of William and Kay Dodson of
Hopewell, Pa., died April 13. His wife and two
children survive. Funeral services were held at the
Shermans Valley Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating. Interment was in
the church cemetery.

Hiebert-Moore: Tracev Leigh, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel Moore, Langton. Ont., and
Gerald Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hiebert. Pt. Rowan. Ont., Aug. 29 at the Houghton
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John Sider
officiating.
Myers-Steinbrecher: Georgia, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. LeRoy Steinbrecher. Greenville. Ohio,
and Steven, son of Mr. and Mrs. John L. Myers.
Strasburg, Pa.. Aug. 23 in the Grantham Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Robert B. Ives
officiating.
Read-Getz: Lori L., daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
L. Richard Getz. Columbia, Pa., and Drew D..
son of Mr. and Mrs. David R. Read. Peach Bottom, Pa., Sept. 19 in the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. John Hawbakerand Rev. Dennis Spangler officiating.
Riegle-Morrison: Michele Fay, daughter of
John and Shirley Morrison. Thunder Bay, Ont.,
and Philip Eugene, son of Terry and Lynda Riegle, Ridgeway, Ont., Sept. 5 at the Redwood Park
Alliance Church, Thunder Bay, with Rev. Brian
Russell officiating.
Ryan-Kase: Pamela, daughter of Mr. Norman
Kase and the late Evelyn Kase, and Brian, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Ryan. Haddonfield. N.J.,
Aug. 22 in the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. David Zercher officiating.
Smallwood-Hall: Annette, daughter oflva Hall
and the late Charles Hall, Manheim, Pa., and
Bart, son of Wanda and Finley Smallwood, Manheim, June 20 in the Mastersonville Brethren in
Christ Church.
Winters-Hostetter: JoAnn Kay, daughter of
Don and Marilynn Hostetter, Hope, Ks., and
Don, son of Dexter and Jane Winters, Highland.
Ks., Aug. 1 at the Rosebank Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Charles Norman officiating.
Zimmerman-Varner: Lori, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Philip Varner, and Timothy, son of Rev.
and Mrs. George Zimmerman, Sept. 19 in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
M. Eugene Heidler officiating.

Reminder:
Addresses
of
newlyweds
should accompany all wedding announcements.

Obituaries
Detweiler: Stanley S. Detweiler, 41, born July
27, 1946, died July 25 in Reading, Pa. He is survived by his parents, Roland and Eva Detweiler;
three brothers, Norman. Donald, and Floyd; and
two sisters, Arlene Seewald and Ethel Yutz. He
was a member of the Silverdale Brethren in Christ
Church where he had served as organist. Stanley
had also served with the Voluntary Service unit at
Fellowship Chapel, Bronx, N.Y. The funeral service was held at the Silverdale church with Rev.
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Dodson: Twalla P. Dodson. 65, of Hopewell,
Pa., born Oct. 31. 1921. died Aug. 10. She is
survived by her husband, Paul Dodson. Sr.; 10
children; 32 grandchildren; and 8 great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Shermans
Valley Brethren in Christ Church where services
were held with Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating.
Interment was in the church cemetery.
Fink: James W. Fink, 67, of Hopewell, Pa.,
born Jan. 6, 1920, died Aug. 18. His wife, June
(Pittman), survives along with two sons, one
daughter, and five grandchildren. Funeral services
were held at the Albert Masood Funeral Chapel,
Saxton, Pa., with Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating.
Interment was in the Shermans Valley Brethren in
Christ Cemetery.
Fluke: Dora A. Fluke, 91. of Hopewell, Pa.,
born Feb. 27, 1896, died Sept. 3. Her husband,
Carl, preceded her in death. The funeral service
was held at the United Methodist Church in
Hopewell with Rev. Earl J. Lehman officiating.
Interment was in the Hopewell Cemetery.
Grace: Gayle Arlene Grace. 69, of Hopewell,
Pa., born March 28, 1918, died Aug. 12. Her
husband preceded her in death. The funeral service was held at the Albert Masood Funeral
Chapel, Saxton, Pa., with Rev. Earl J. Lehman
officiating. Interment was in the Reformed Cemetery, Yellow Creek.
Herr: Samuel L. Herr, 79, born Jan. 5, 1908,
died Sept. 8. He is survived by his wife, 3 daughters, 3 sons, 11 grandchildren, and 1 sister. He
attended the Marsh Creek Brethren in Christ
Church, Howard. Pa., where services were held
with Rev. Ralph Hock officiating. Interment was
in the church cemetery.
Holsinger: Carl Shannon Holsinger, resident
of Altoona, Pa., born Sept. 18, 1906. died Sept. 14
at age 80. Surviving are three children, Joseph H.,
John, and Ruth Helsel. Carl had been a member
of the Brethren in Christ Church for 59 years. Rev.
Mark E. Slagenweit officiated at the funeral.
Interment was in Carson Valley Cemetery.
Horton: Roy W. Horton, 72, of Langdondale,
Pa., born Sept. 24, 1914, died Aug. 14. His wife,
Beulah (Reed) survives along with 3 children; 11
grandchildren; and 10 great-grandchildren. Funeral services were held at the Albert N. Masood
Funeral Chapel. Saxton, Pa., with Rev. Earl J.
Lehman officiating. Interment was in the Langdondale Cemetery.
Litz: Gertrude E. Litz, 86, born Aug. 14, 1900.
died March 2. Her husband preceded her in death.
She is survived by 6 daughters; 5 sons; I sister; 3
brothers; 51 grandchildren; 71 great-grandchildren; 10 great-great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Marsh Creek Brethren in Christ
Church where services were held with Rev. Ralph
C. Hock and Rev. Lloyd Buckwalter officiating.
Interment was in Romola Christian Cemetery.
McCauley: Hilda B. McCauley, born May 7,
1915, died Aug. 23. She is survived by two children
and three grandchildren. She was a member of the

Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church. Services
were held at Brown's Funeral Home, Martinsburg, West Va., with Rev. Lome Lichtyand Rev.
Donald W. Walker, Jr., officiating. Interment was
in Rosedal Cemetery.
Rumble: Lloyd Ira Rumble, 89, of Covington,
Ohio, died Aug. 27. He was born Nov. 25, 1897, to
James and Anna (Baker) Rumble. Surviving are
his wife of 69 years, Nancy (Skiles); 4 children,
Laurence, Eldon, Robert, and Nancy Anna
Rurode; 9 grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. Lloyd was a retired farmer and member of
the Pleasant Hill Brethren in Christ Church. Services were conducted by Rev. Tim Herr at the
Pearson Funeral Home. Interment was in the
Highland Cemetery, Covington.
Schwartz: Earl J. Schwartz, 81, born Nov. 15,
1905, the son of Maurice S. and Martha (Peters)
Schwartz, died July 22. His wife, Kathryn K.
(Hess) preceded him in death. He is survived by 7
sons, M. Samuel, Glenn J., R. Marlin, Douglas.!.,
Luther E., Mark C., and Timothy C.; 2daughters,
L. Beverly Stein and Susan E. Rice; 25 grandchildren; 6 great-grandchildren; a brother, Millard;
and 2 sisters, Helen Harkins and Pauline Shanabrough. Earl retired after 44 years with the Pennsylvania Railroad. He attended the Locust Grove
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service
was held at the Burg Funeral Home, Red Lion,
with Rev. Gilbert Gomez officiating. Interment
was in Susquehanna Memorial Gardens.
Sheffer: Richard David Sheffer, 23, born Nov.
19, 1964, died July 25. He is survived by his wife,
Kristine (Hartwig); his parents, Walter and Audrey; two brothers, Robert and Howard; and a
sister, Helen. Richard was a member of the
Stayner Brethren in Christ Church, Ont., where
the funeral service was held with Rev. Harvey B.
Stickley and Rev. George C. Sheffer (his uncle)
officiating. Interment was in the Stayner Cemetery.
Snyder: Sarah B. Snyder, born Sept. 22, the
daughter of Joseph and Fannie McCorkel, died
Sept. 14 at age 84. She was a member of the
Elizabethtown. Pa., congregation, but had resided
at Messiah Village for six and a half years. Sarah
was preceded in death by her husband, Abram H.
Snyder, in 1970. Surviving are a son, L. Eugene;
two grandsons; two great-grandchildren; two
brothers, Jacob and Paul; and a sister, Martha
Riley. The funeral service was held at the Frank S.
Miller Funeral Home. Interment was in Shenk's
Cemetery.
Stayman: L. Anna (Musser) Stayman, 60, born
May 17, 1927. died Sept. 4. She is survived by her
husband, Wilbur W.; two stepdaughters, Joanne
Hock and Betty Alleman; three stepsons, Robert
E., Richard L., and Ronald W.; eight stepgrandchildren; one stepgreat-grandson; one sister; and
three brothers. She had sung in the Air Hill Octet
since 1953 and was a member of the Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral
service was held with Rev. Kevin L. Witter, Bishop
Charlie B. Byers, and Rev. Harvey Musser officiating. Interment was in Air Hill Cemetery.
Yoder: Graveside services were held Sept. 4 for
Ian Jonathan Yoder, infant son of Marvin D. and
Lydia E. Yoder, born Sept. 2. Ian is also survived
by a brother, Clinton D.; maternal grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. David Ketner; paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Joshua D. Yoder; maternal
great-grandmother, Elda Worthing; paternal greatgrandmother, Annie Yoder; and paternal greatgrandfather, J. H. Glick, all of the Big Valley
Brethren in Christ congregation, Belleville, Pa.
Officiating at the service was Rev. J. Richard
Lehman.
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Bridge
to new
territories
by Ivan Franck

Both Carol and Ivan Franck are graduates of Emmanuel Bible College. While
pastoring, Ivan is doing
post-graduate
studies (toward a Masters of Divinity
degree) at Ontario Theological Seminary
in Toronto.

Stewardship
Month
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"Bearing one another's burdens in love." That's how it seemed to
me. There I was, a recent Christian, and a recent arrival in the
Brethren in Christ family; yet 1 was receiving tangible help from
people who hardly knew me. As I walked through the dormitory at
Emmanuel Bible College in Kitchener, Ontario, I considered the
amount of trust that these caring people must have. I saw at work
the real application of biblical truths.
This was my experience of a few years ago while at Bible College.
Through an arm of Cooperative Ministries called the Committee on
Ministerial Training, 1 (and many other students preparing for
full-time service with the Brethren in Christ) was granted financial
assistance. This aid went a long way in lifting the financial burdens
of my steadily increasing educational expenses.
In a time when means were slight, I learned the value and reality
of being helped. And I realized that there would soon be avenues
open for me to return this blessing and to help others. Thinking of
that assistance has cemented in my mind the fact that Cooperative
Ministries makes a difference.
When I first made my way to attend Emmanuel Bible College, I
wasn't deeply rooted in a local church, but I felt a call to minister.
This church agency was able to cut down a barrier of unfamiliarity
and both assess and meet my needs. A commitment to help train
ministers was the priority, even if they were newcomers.
In the years that have passed, I realize that it was this attitude of
commitment and trust which strengthened my determination to
serve, and to serve with the Brethren in Christ. I believe that when
we invest in people, we reap the richest results.
On July 1, my wife Carol and I commenced our first pastoral
assignment at the Cross Roads Memorial Church, near Guelph,
Ontario. While there are many local needs, and may worthy causes
to support, we won't be forgetting Cooperative Ministries. I believe
it's a bridge to new territories, an avenue of outreach to touch lives.
If we do our part in giving and wise allotment, many more lives
will have their burdens lifted, and many more will feel the touch of
God's family upon them. I did, and it made a difference for me. As
members of one big family, let's continue "to bear one another's
burdens in love."

November is Stewardship Month in the North American churches.
With a suggested particular focus on one Sunday of the month, it is
hoped that pastors and congregations will use this opportunity to
teach and model good stewardship during the whole month.
We are having a good year in giving to Cooperative Ministries.
With a strong emphasis in November, the goal of funding the total
Cooperative Ministries budget is within reach! Let's plan and pray
to that end.
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Messiah
College
News
Kinlaw and Massey to lead
23rd Ministries Conference
Dr. Dennis Kinlaw and Dr. James
Earl Massey will serve as keynote
speakers at the 23rd annual Ministers
Conference to be hosted by Messiah
College Tuesday and Wednesday, February 16 and 17.

Massey

President of Asbury College and
former professor at Asbury Theological
Seminary in Wilmore, Ky., Dr. Kinlaw
will address the fundamental problem of
changing traditional attitudes and approaches to the ongoing work of the
church.
Dr. Massey, formerly of Anderson
School of Theology and now Dean of
the Chapel and Professor of Religion
and Society at Tuskegee University in
Tuskegee, Ala., will discuss the struggles
associated with Christian ministry as
well as the sources of strength available
to overcome them.
Economical group rates are available,
so plan to bring several from your congregation. For more information, contact Messiah College Alumni Director
Jeff Krimmel at (717) 691 -6019, or write
to Ministers Conference, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027. Brochures
should be mailed by Christmas. If you
received one last year or attended the
conference, you should receive a new
brochure by early January.
Lundquist, Tucker
address community
Dr. Carl Lundquist, President of the
Christian College Consortium, and Rev.
Lem Tucker, President of Voice of Calvary, addressed issues of community living during chapel services this fall, supporting Messiah's recently-revised ethos
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statement which is titled "All of Life
Under the Lordship of Christ."
Dr. Lundquist spoke on personal selfdiscipline and having a clear sense of
direction in life. After citing examples of
these qualities in such people as Mother
Theresa and English writer and Anglican rector David Watson, he challenged
Messiah students to strive for purposeful living, a lifestyle that will "count for
Christ in your community."
Rev. Tucker spoke on the importance
of proper communication between the
Christian and God. He feels that this
communication with God is needed for
college students to discover what the
Lord's will is for their lives.
Rev. Tucker outlined several goals he
follows at the Voice of Calvary Mission
in Mississippi. First, become involved in
evangelism and social action, he said.
Second, Christians should take the lead
in solving the social problems of the
world, and third, Christians should be
the model for racial reconciliation.
Community night offers
free sports action
As the winter sports season approaches, mark December 12 on your calendar,
because that is Community Night, when
all guests will be admitted free to as
many as four intercollegiate contests. At
1:00 p.m. that Saturday, Messiah hosts
Gettysburg College in wrestling, and at
3:00, the women's basketball team takes
the court against Susquehanna University. The Falcons then host the University of Scranton in men's basketball,
with the junior varsity game at 6:00 and
the varsity game at 8:00.
Community Night will also feature
displays about Messiah College and its
many facets. Student diplomats will be
on hand to give tours of the college, and
entertainment will be provided. Youth
groups are welcome.
For more information on Community Night or the other youth group

nights, contact Paul Morgan, Assistant
Director of Admissions, at (717) 6916000.

College offers
speakers bureau
Organizers of any church banquet,
seminar, or other function are encouraged to take advantage of the Messiah
College Speakers Bureau, a service offered to the community by members of
its faculty and administration.
For a small fee plus mileage reimbursement, a speaker may be selected
from more than 35 persons and 100 topics listed in a free brochure. Call or write
the Messiah College Communications
Office, Grantham, PA 17027, phone
(717) 691-6032. You may request a copy
of the brochure to review, or simply
request a speaker on a specific topic you
have in mind. In any event, requests are
appreciated at least two months in advance of your event.
Music ministry teams can
present uplifting programs
Three music ministry teams are in
operation at Messiah this fall, as they
travel to churches across Pennsylvania
and surrounding states to present programs of popular Christian music. Most
teams include works by such artists as
Michael Smith, Amy Grant, and Sandi
Patti, while also mixing in words of personal testimony with their singing. The
audience often gets involved in singalongs led by the group.
Two Brethren in Christ students are
in the groups, which have between 8 and
12 members each. Singing with Spirit
Sound are soprano Lori Lee Paulus, a
sophomore elementary education major
from West Milton, Ohio, and bass Tery
Rhoades, a junior accounting major
from Missouri.
To discuss booking a music ministry
team, write or call the Admissions Office
at (717) 691-6000.

Nazareth to Bethlehem Peace
Pilgrimage scheduled for Dec. 12
The 28th annual Christmas Peace
Pilgrimage from Nazareth to Bethlehem
in eastern Pennsylvania will be held on
Saturday, Dec. 12.
The ten-mile pilgrimage begins at 1:00
p.m. in Nazareth and ends at 8:00 p.m.
with a candlelight ceremony in Bethlehem. G. Clarke Chapman, Professor of
Religion at Moravian College in Bethle-

hem, will speak at the closing ceremony.
Music will be provided by The Strong
Sisters, a gospel trio.
Everyone is invited. Many families
with children find participation in the
peace pilgrimage a meaningful Christmas tradition. For details, call Joe Osborn (215) 866-3127, or the Bethlehem,
Pa., Council of Churches (215) 867-8671.
ii

MWC General Council adopts
1990 theme; discusses "The
Lordship of Jesus Christ"
by David Shelly
Some 200 delegates, fraternal visitors,
and spouses—coming from 34 nations—
participated in the triennial meeting of
the General Council of Mennonite World
Conference, held this summer in Filadelfia, Paraguay. The delegate body conducts M WC business on behalf of member conferences (including the Brethren
in Christ Church) around the globe.
For many, however, the official business became secondary to the opportunity for intercontinental fellowship and
sharing, received in the context of a
community which could relate well to
stories of suffering by Christians in
many lands. Fernheim Colony, in the
heart of Paraguay's once-forbidding
Chaco, was founded in 1930 by refugees
from war and starvation in Russia,
forced to construct new lives in the
demanding, undeveloped "Green Hell,"

then two weeks by oxcart from civilization.
The 1987 delegates made their way to
the colony in six hours by bus on a
paved highway.
A major item of business was choosing a theme for the 1990 12th Assembly
of Mennonite World Conference in
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Three themes had
been proposed by the MWC executive
committee: "Witnessing to Christ in
Today's World" (a missions theme);
"One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism:
Confessing Christ Today" (a theological
theme); and "Walking in the Resurrection" (an ethical Anabaptist theme).
Additional theme ideas were offered,
but in the final vote, a large majority
opted for the missions theme.
Jake Pauls of Winnipeg, vice president for North America, gave a report

Worldwide "Faith and Life"
study planned for 1988-89
Around the world, Brethren in Christ
and Mennonites will be invited to join in
studying themes related to Jesus Christ
during the next three years as part of a
"faith and life" emphasis leading up to
the 12th Assembly of Mennonite World
Conference, planned for Winnipeg.
A special Faith and Life Committee
has been named to carry out a sevenpoint task: (l) prepare a study document based on the 12th Assembly theme,
"Witnessing to Christ in Today's World";
(2) arrange for inter-Mennonite study
groups among congregations across the
world; (3) plan for coordinators on
each continent to gather material and
draft preliminary statements; (4) integrate these materials into a single document for discussion in a Faith and Life
consultation just prior to the Winnipeg
assembly; (5) give leadership to a study
process during the assembly; (6) prepare a statement for adoption by the
Winnipeg assembly; and (7) edit a publication to summarize the results of the
study process.
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Two Brethren in Christ have been
named to the twelve-member panel:
Daryl Climenhaga, under assignment
by the Board for World Missions to
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe; and Elias Moyo,
a missionary from Zimbabwe serving in
London, England. Other panel members
are: Claude Baecher of Saint-GenisPouilly, France; Charles Christano of
Kudus, Indonesia; Ben Eidse of Steinbach, Manitoba; Lydia Harder of Edmonton, Alberta; Elke Huebert of Ingolstadt, West Germany; Harold Jantz of
Winnipeg; Howard John Loewen of
Fresno, Calif.; Dorothy Jean Weaver of
Harrisonburg, Va; Elizabeth Yoder of
Elkhart, Ind.; and Hugo Zorilla of
Colombia, a missionary in Madrid,
Spain.
Helmut Harder of Winnipeg will give
staff time to the project, especially in its
early stages. A tentative schedule calls
for the study guide to be sent to the
churches in December 1988, with the
study to occur during 1989.
•

on preparations for the 1990 assembly
and issued a welcome on behalf of the
Canadian churches. MWC executive
secretary Paul Kraybill added that
Winnipeg may be two to three times
bigger than anything we have ever done
before." It is estimated that 12,000 to
15,000 people will register for the conference, with 25,000 or more coming to
mass meetings.
Facilities remain a concern, since the
largest suitable convention center can
seat only 7,000 to 8,000 people. A
hockey arena seats many more, but has
poor acoustics for such a gathering. An
outdoor football stadium will accommodate the mass meetings.
The event is designed to be selfsupporting financially, said Kraybill,
with expenses covered primarily by registration fees. He noted, however, that
M W C s ongoing general fund expenses
are not covered by assembly proceeds,
and presented delegates with a disturbing current financial picture. In 1986, he
reported, donations fell well short of
budget, while expenses exceeded forecasts, leaving a deficit for the year of
about $50,000.
The executive committee has instructed the staff to clear up last year's deficit
and raise the necessary funds to meet the
1987 general fund budget of $184,344.
In other business, the absorption of
the International Mennonite Peace Committee into the M W C structure as an
official sub-committee was both praised
and criticized. Some felt the move symbolizes an excessive growth of M W C
structure, while others felt the worldwide Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
churches need an international forum
for sharing on peace concerns. I M P C
had formerly been under the wing of
MCC Peace Section, but feels its home
is more properly with M W C than with a
North American agency.
Paul Kraybill shared a concern for
suffering church members in a country
where the church has officially been
closed and Christians imprisoned. Several delegates—some of them also from
countries where Christians are suffering—
spontaneously rose at Kraybill's request
for prayers for believers in prison or
who must meet in secret.
Six major addresses were presented
on aspects of the "Lordship of Jesus
Christ" theme, drawing on the book of
Revelation. Stephen Ndlovu, bishop of
continued on page 26

Evangelical Visitor

Brethren in Christ participate
in MWC General Council
meeting in Paraguay
by Don Shafer
Five Brethren in Christ participated
in the General Council meetings in
Paraguay—a number limited because
the council is representative of each
country in the world. We missed several
others who planned to attend but for
various reasons could not come:
Momoki Kuroda from Japan, Juana
Garcia from Cuba, and Miguel Jara
from Nicaragua.
Stephen Ndlovu preached on Sunday
morning. One of the delegates from
Japan informed me that it was the most
evangelical message for the week for
him, even though interpretation seemed
to inhibit Bishop Ndlovu's zeal.
William Silungwe represented the
Zambian Brethren in Christ Church.
Samuel Hembrom, after several days'
delay, j oined us as the Brethren in Christ
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m I n d i a . Philip
Mudenda was present from Zambia as a
member of the International Peace Committee. And I represented the Brethren
in Christ in North America.
The purpose of the council meeting
was two-fold. It provided a smaller
group for fellowship, discussion, and
interaction than is possible at the larger
world conference. And it reviewed the
activities and plans of the Mennonite
World Conference slated for July of
1990 in Winnipeg.
There was intentional planning for us
as a council to hear from the churches in
Central and South America, since we
met in Paraguay. The accompanying
article provides some details of those
sessions.
Attending the council meeting was a
real cross-cultural experience. The dynamic of Christ's presence and power
around the world was evident. Indeed,
the council was witness to the theme,
that Jesus is Lord!

Brethren in Christ
Ndlovu of Zimbabwe
Sanchez of Argentina
ing Sunday morning
vice. Ndlovu gave the
"A New Heaven and a
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Personally, I experienced a blend of
cultures by being hosted in a private
home where the language was primarily
German. My roommate, Monroy Oswaldo f r o m Argentina, spoke only
Spanish, and I spoke only English. This
evoked periods of silence, embarrassment, laughter, education, sign language,
but no tears. It was an enriching
experience.
One of the touching moments of the
meeting came when a Central American
delegate challenged someone from Japan
to respond to the cries from Central
America, where poverty and violence is
in stark contrast to the industrialism and
materialism of post-war Japan. A sister
from Japan responded with words that
were surely used of God to minister to
all of us. As I recall her response, she
said that before World War II, Japan
was very poor for many, and there were
hard times. Her own family was poor.
Now Japan has a strong economy and
she has benefitted. But, she said, it is the
same Lord Jesus we worship and follow
now, whether poor or rich. She asked us
if our wealth or our poverty makes us
godly. She confessed there are no easy

answers, but asked us how we worship
and obey in any circumstance. There are
challenges and problems in both weak
and strong economies, she said, but the
Lord Jesus calls us all to follow. It was a
time to be silent, and the council president thanked the sister for a response
that we all could hear.
The event served to remind delegates
from the 34 nations present that Jesus
reigns in all cultures and in all circumstances. We were also reminded that in
every country there are missionary efforts and there are church administrative issues.
We were also made aware that, where
the church suffers, there is also vitality in
the midst of cries for help. And where
the church is in free and affluent situations, there are often problems and
lethargy in the midst of opportunity and
comfort.
The lordship of Christ calls us to worship and to respond in discipleship that
helps us love one another and learn from
each other. The story of the German
colonies in Paraguay where we met
symbolized the fact that the church is on
a sojourn. We are all pilgrims. And there
is no escape from the world. We must be
in the world, but not of the world. This is
the call of Christ. We were challenged to
remember who we are as the whole body
of Christ, and what we are called to do.

R. Donald Shafer, Upland, Calif, is general secretary of the Brethren in Christ
Church.

bishop Stephen
embraces Pir Ali
prior to the closcommunion sermorning sermon,
New Earth."
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Eighth Believers'
Church conference
discusses ministry
by Muriel T. Stackley

Pictured above are members of the International Mennonite Peace Committee
which met in Paraguay in connection with the MWC General Council meeting. Philip
Mudenda, a member of the Zambian Brethren in Christ Church (second row, center)
reported on the struggle for peace and justice in South Africa, paying special attention
to the nonviolent work for reconciliation being done by many Christians. Committee
members felt that the only message they get through the mass media is that there is
only violence in Southern Africa, even from within the church.

M W C General Council...
continued from page 24

the Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe, concluded the series with a sermon entitled "A New Heaven and a
New Earth" (Rev. 20-21). Titles of preceding sermons were "Who is Jesus
C h r i s t ? " (Rev. 1), " J e s u s and the
Churches" (Rev. 2-3), "Jesus Christ, the
Lord of the World" (Rev. 4-5), "The
Confessing Church" (Rev. 7), and "The
Suffering Church in the World" (Rev.
9-9).
Several of the addresses were followed by periods of discussion, and then
a case study taken from the Latin American context. One case study which
shocked many of the visitors from outside the region was that of Rafael
Escobar of Guatemala on "The Church
in the Midst of Violence."
Not mentioning any country by name,
Escobar told three concrete examples of
Central America's sorrow. For example, "A father, member of an evangelical
church, is obligated to cut the throat of
his son who is accused of belonging to
anti-government forces. The father has
to do it to prove that he and his family
have no participation in the activities of
26

the son. The father does it. What do you
think? Did he do the right thing? The
church said nothing."
Commented Juan Montes of Venezuela, "I'm full of sadness. Perhaps this
is a challenge of preparation for those of
us who have not experienced such
things." A minute of silent prayer was
observed in behalf of suffering brothers
and sisters in Central America.
In addition to business sessions, delegates were able to see parts of the Chaco
settlements during bus tours. Reflecting
on the things he had seen in the Chaco
and on the themes that emerged during
the meetings, one delegate from Africa
thought again about pilgrimage during
a time of open mike discussion and
offered a question: "If life in our countries becomes something we cannot tolerate, should we also all move to Neuland [in Paraguay]?"
One response came from Elias Munoz
of Colombia, who noted that in the
Bible some people were called to be pilgrims in a geographical way and others
weren't. In the end, he said, "We have no
secure homeland. Our homeland is not
of this world."

Sixty-five heirs to the Believers'
Church tradition met Sept. 2-5 on the
campus of Bethany Theological Seminary, Oak Brook, 111. "We are giving an
account of the hope that is in us," said
seminary president Warren Groff.
Agreeing that the Holy Spirit gives a
ministry to each member of the Christian community, participants came from
ten Christian persuasions to this eighth
conference in a series that began in 1967.
Church of the Brethren historian Donald
F. Durnbaugh listed the affirmations
that bring this group together: the lordship of Christ, the authority of the
Word, church membrship regenerated
by the Holy Spirit, the covenant of
believers, a need for perpetual restitution of the church, the necessity for separation from the world, proclamation
and service to the world, and a nonorganizational view of church unity.
The ministry of all believers (also
called "universal ministry") was the subject addressed by this gathering. Presenters and respondents wrestled with this in
comparison with ordained clergy.
"Leadership," said John Howard Yoder
(Mennonite Church), Notre Dame, Ind.,
"comes in many modes. Leaders as such
are not named in any of the apostle
Paul's lists of gifts. Shepherding is one
kind of leadership. Overseeing is another.
In the body of Christ, no one is without
a gift. This is Paul's normative vision.
This is one of the marks of the presence
of the Holy Spirit. The universalization
of ministry is the radical reformation
waiting to happen."
But, said Dale Brown (Church of the
Brethren), Lombard, 111., "when you
have no official leadership, you have
self-appointed leaders without accountability. Ordination refers to function,
not an ontological distinction."
Luke Keefer (Brethren in Christ),
Ashland, Ohio, said: "There is a distinction between gifts [as listed by Paul].
Prophesying was more useful for the
congregation than tongues-speaking.
Exercising a specific gift is not a conferring of grace or status. What would a
Muriel T. Stackley is editor of The Mennonite. This is a Meetinghouse news report.
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congregation look like that truly laid
hold of the ministry of all believers?"
"Equal validity of gifts," added Samuel
J. Mikolaski (Canadian Baptist Federation), Vancouver, "is not the same as
equal value." He, however, called participants to mission: "No church," he said,
"can survive without lay ministry.
Growth of a believers' church comes by
ordinary people" witnessing. The central question [that propels us to evangelize] is: Do we believe that the world is
lost?
Lynn Miller (Mennonite Church),
West Liberty, Ohio, himself a week
away from ordination to the pastoral
ministry, lamented, "I am increasingly
uncomfortable with parts of the ordination ceremony. I am more a coordinator
than a shepherd. I can't be all things to
all people, and all things are not in me.
People want the minister to be set above
rather than set apart. By doing this they
don't see themselves as ministers. They
are slow to graduate from the pew and
do something about what they hear [in
the gospel]."
"We are tempted," said C. Arnold
Snyder (Mennonite Church), Waterloo,
Ont., "to 'make a contribution' rather
than enter the vision of the ministry of
all believers. Our 16th-century faith parents would say that we are in grave
danger. When the church ministers from
the position of power and privilege it is
in danger of losing its sense of call. The
church is called to embody life and healing in the name of Jesus Christ."
Kara Cole (Friends United Meeting),
Portland, Ore., called for "non-traditional ministers" and added that universal ministry requires submission, discipline, corporate listening to the Holy
Spirit.
J. Denny Weaver (General Conference Mennonite Church), Bluffton,
Ohio, asked whether people should have
the freedom to say no to invitations to
serve.
Nadine P. Frantz (Church of the
Brethren), Fresno, Calif., cautioned
against over-use of "family of God" language, favoring rather "body of Christ"
in order to emphasize evangelism more
than ethnic uniformity within the church.
All structures, she concluded, are to be
held gently, holding firmly only to Christ.
Stephen B. Boyd (Southern Baptist),
Winston-Salem, N.C., affirmed the centrality of the local congregation. In the
fellowship of the church, he said, we
evangelize by attracting others to ourselves and thereby to Christ. He critiqued a clericalism in Southern Baptist
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polity which has brought loss of lay
involvement in ministry.
Case studies of local congregations
were presented by Guillermo Cook of
the Latin American Evangelical Center
for Pastoral Studies, Puerto Rico; Neta
Jackson of Reba Place Church, Evanston, 111.; and Howard Snyder, Free
Methodist Church, Chicago. Throughout the remainder of the conference
repeated interest was expressed in Reba
Place's periodic and systematic gifts
discernment.
C. S. Song of the Pacific School of
Religion, Berkeley, Calif., punctuated
the conference with Bible studies centered on the temptations of Jesus and on
Paul's sermon in Athens.
By the end of the conference Burton
Nelson of North Park Seminary (Evangelical Covenant) said, "Almost thou
persuadest me to become an Anabaptist," but chided the gathering for the
absence of "strong accents on the ministry of reconciliation."
Jeffry Gros of the National Council
of Churches encouraged the inheritors
of the Believers' Church tradition to
"keep telling us" in the larger church
what you're thinking "even before you
have it all together."
Will there be a ninth Believers' Church
conference? The findings committee

(David Eller, Gayle Gerber Koontz and
Richard Willoughby), after enumerating much "reasonable consensus," listed
concerns that may determine a next
agenda. (1) We do not have adequate
definitions of universal ministry, ordination, and gifts within the believers'
church context. (2) We do not have
clarity on the relation of gifts in the
ministry of all believers to calling and
occupation. (3) How does the ministry
of all believers relate to our theology and
practice of evangelism, conversion, baptism? (4) How do we discern spiritual
gifts? What is the difference between
individual leading and congregational
call? (5) What forms of pastoral leadership foster a ministry of all believers
within a local congregation? (6) What
training is most suitable to the ministry
of all believers within the local congregation?
Sponsors of this study conference
were the Anderson School of Theology,
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, Bethany Theological Seminary,
Church of God (Anderson, Ind.), Church
of the Brethren Committee on Interchurch Relations, Conference of Mennonites in Canada General Board, Eastern Mennonite Seminary, General Conference Mennonite Church and Mennonite Church General Board.
•

"Introduction Service" begun
Where does a Christian single go to
find new friends? To a local dating service? But frightening stories have been
heard of those. What if you are even
more particular and wish to meet only
people who were raised as you were—
like Mennonites, Brethren in Christ, or
Church of the Brethren? What if you
aren't necessarily looking for a mate, but
would as soon meet someone who shares
a special interest of yours, such as opera,
photography or skiing?
These are questions Miriam Hurst
Harnden asked early in 1986. When
widespread inquiries turned up no such
service, the possibility of starting one
was investigated. With enthusiastic encouragement from several Meetinghouse
editors and other church leaders, "Crossroads" was begun.
Because "Crossroads" is a Christian
service, the cost to members has been
kept down to a small fraction of what
secular introduction services charge, and
the time period of membership is two
years.

Gradually, as word of "Crossroads"
spread, more and more people joined.
Soon it was possible to exchange names
with those members who had interests in
common. Late in the year, word was
received that the first marriage had
taken place as a result of a "Crossroads"
introduction.
Because of the Mennonite upbringing
of "Crossroads' "founder, the organization was planned as a Mennonite service. When other Anabaptist denominations expressed an interest in participating, the advisory board agreed that
membership should be open to all likeminded Christians. Now both Brethren
in Christ and Church of the Brethren are
actively participating with advertising,
news releases, and membership on the
"Crossroads" advisory board. This
greater outreach will benefit all members.
Interested people may receive information by writing to: P.O. Box 32,
North Tonawanda, New York 14120.
ii

Messiah faculty member Dr. John
Yeatts (also a member of the Board for
Media Ministries) is representing the
college at Daystar University College
(an extension of Messiah) in Nairobi,
Kenya, during this academic year. Plans
arefor the Visitor to carry several installments of" Daystar Diary," reflecting the
experience of John and Amy and their
two children, Helena and Marcus. This
first report was written a few days after
their arrival.

NAIROBI, KENYA—At the faculty
banquet at Grantham only a week and a
half ago, four Messiah College colleagues
who had previously served at Daystar
University laid their hands on Amy and
me and commissioned us to one year of
teaching at that institution in Nairobi.
Since that evening, many things have
happened to us. Because our family has
never before been off the North American continent, all of this is new.
Let me give those of you who have
not traveled to a third world country a
picture through our eyes of what happened: the separation from our baggage
in Harrisburg, Pa. (our luggage went to
LaGuardia Airport while we went to
Kennedy Airport); getting on the plane
in New York City at 6:00 p.m. and arriving in Amsterdam six hours later—at
6:00 a.m. (somewhere we lost a night of
sleep); the pleasant visit in the Amsterdam airport with a group of students
from a sister Christian college; the even
longer plane ride from Amsterdam to
Nairobi; the presence of a guard with an
automatic rifle at the passport check; the
anxious wait to see whether or not our
luggage made the trip with us (one bag
did not).
The drunk taxi driver who insisted on
taking us to our home; the arrival at 2:00
a.m. at our new home in Nairobi; meeting our watchman who guards our
house each night; the three rings of keys
that lock our front gate, doors, gates at
the doors, kitchen, bedrooms, closets,
etc.; the awareness that Daystar people
have very thoughtfully stocked our house
with necessities; the sweet feeling of
sleeping for 14 hours to recover from jet
lag; the experience of taking a bath
when the tub takes about a half hour to
28

fill; a delightful meal in the home of
Dean Nguru and his family.
Being the only white shopper in a
supermarket with hundreds of Kenyans;
dealing with the vendors outside the
stores (I think we were "taken"); learning to divide by 16 efficiently to figure
out how much things cost in dollars;
finding Coca Cola for only 15 cents a
bottle (I think!); learning to drive on the
left side of the road (Keep left! Keep
left!); having tea with the principal and
dean, and then the students; taking 30
minutes to find a parking place at noon
in downtown Nairobi (take the bus next
time!); attending worship in a packed
building with enthusiastic worshippers;
our introduction to the chapel at
Daystar.
The man who hangs around our
house hoping we will give him work so
he can make a living; the women who
are recommended to work for us as
housekeepers; our children's hesitancy
to play with the other children who stop
to stare at us because we are white; the
fascination of young and old with my
son's Frisbee; the many questions about
the United States asked by Daniel in the
park; the hundreds of persons walking
to work in the morning and home again
at night; the private buses with people
hanging onto the sides; the trip to the
airport alone to retrieve the long-lost
package with rather valuable contents
(it made the trip via Oslo).
The evenings of games and reading
because we have no television; the invitation by a missionary colleague to find
us a luxury hotel in Mombasa for a brief
vacation before the term begins (we
could not afford the $ 120 per night); the
trip to the game park (giraffes, lions,
baboons, hippos, warthogs, and many
strikingly beautiful birds); the malaria
medicine once a week (not as bad as we
thought).
So, what have we learned so far? My
son observed that there are many poor
people in the world. It is hard to travel in
the third world without seeing the
poverty—the woman who is willing to
be a live-in housekeeper for $40 per
month; the man who guards our house
each night for $9 per month; the grown
men selling newspapers. Yet, I would
add that there are many wealthy people

in the third world as well. What strikes
me is the unjust distribution of the
wealth. Our North American ideal of
prosperous Christians finds no support
in Kenya. Why should a Christian housemaid struggle to survive with her two
children on $40 per month while many
North American expatriots here live in
more luxury than they could in their
native land?
My daughter suggested that they have
a lot of children in Kenya. They certainly do. The average Nairobi household has five children. I am pitied in
Kenya because I have only two children.
Yet what impresses me is the value
Kenyans place on children. They are
very concerned that their children have
a good life. For that reason, education is
highly valued. The Kenyans were puzzled
when they found out that my wife plans
to teach our children at home. One person said, "That is strange. In Kenya,
children go to school." Although schooling is very expensive, even by Western
standards, parents want their children to
go to school. In America, where we
think education costs too much and
school bonds are routinely defeated, we
could learn from the Kenyans' desire for
the best for their children.
What impressed me most in my first
days in Kenya is the intense spirituality
of the people. All three services at the
church we have attended are typically
full. This nation seems to be a Christian
nation in a real sense. The Kenyans seem
much more aware than we of the spiritual around them—both God and Satan.
When I finally received my valuable
package at the airport, Dean Nguru
said, "Praise God!" I had forgotten to do
that. I tended to blame the airlines for
misplacing it and credit its finding to my
own persistence. I hope to learn a lot this
year about awareness of God.
Those of you who have traveled widely in Africa will probably chuckle at
these impressions shared by a thoroughly American family. The insights of
one and a half weeks are certainly quite
naive. Yet, I have one overriding impression—I love it here. I am grateful
for the opportunity to teach and learn in
a new culture.
John Yeatts
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Qmsims
Dear Paul,
Why am I self conscious about being
a tee-totaler? I should be proud and
speak out on my position but I'm reticent. I don't like people to laugh or
make fun. I thought peer pressure only
affected teen-agers!
The dictionary has only one definition for a tee-totaler . . . one who drinks
no alcoholic beverages. That means
none at weddings, none to celebrate on
New Year's eve, none at ball games, and
none for my stomach's sake (1 Tim.
5:23). You would likely find me tedious
because you taught moderation and self
control. You only suggested that deacons . . . "not be given to much wine" (1
Tim. 3:3). Your position is much better
accepted socially than mine. So what's
the big hang-up with me?
Just last week two young college boys
were thrown from their motorcycle and
killed. They had been drinking—"social
drinking," they would have called it.
A young man in our town whose wife
left him with two small boys several
years ago turned to drink as a solution.
Some good people from a local church
went to help him clean up his house and
couldn't believe how bad it was. This
was home to two boys and their dad.
Another man I talked to this week
complained that the State Police was
nit-picking because they arrested people
for having just a few beers. He admitted
that possibly young people would be
affected by a few beers, but not adults. I
wonder how his teenage son would react
to that statement?
These three incidents occurred within
the last two weeks in a rural, "Bible belt"
community. I use the examples because
they show how difficult it is to draw a
line between moderation and excess.

You tell us plainly not to get drunk on
wine as it will lead to debauchery (Eph.
5:18).
My childhood opinions relating to
the use of alcohol were formed in part by
two circumstances. One was the drunk
who lived across the road from our oneroom school. Everyone knew he was a
drunk and cast furtive glances in the
direction of his home. I don't remember
ever seeing him and am not sure he
deserved the reputation he had, but
there was a stigma associated with drinking then. Now it often seems to be
glamorized.
The second thing I remember was the
temperance lessons we had each quarter. 1 was constantly cautioned about
the evils of drinking and was never
exposed to the advertisements which
equate drinking with the good life,
advertisements so difficult to overlook
now.
It may be the circles in which I move,
but it seems the more we hear about the
social acceptance of drinking, the less we
hear about abstaining. Highway deaths
and broken families seem to be considered cold statistics or the price we must
pay for the "good life," rather than a
tragedy which could be prevented.
Many social changes have occurred in
the Brethren in Christ church since I sat
in the children's Sunday school class.
We have made efforts to reach out,
rather than seclude ourselves socially.
Our parents seldom ventured outside
their home counties and remained politically isolated from the "world." Now we
have experienced the cultures of many
other countries. We have become involved in government and social organizations. During this transition we have

seen cultural groups where individuals
become violent with even small amounts
of liquor, we have been in social situations where it would be rude not to take
a social drink, and we have seen individuals in city slums whose lives have been
ruined by alcohol. We have experienced
tension trying to "be all things to all
people," yet being careful not to offend a
brother (1 Cor. 8:13).
If the church seems overwhelmed
with the problem, perhaps we should
take heart. Reinforcements seem to be
coming. Responsible people are recognizing alcohol as the biggest problem in
drug abuse—and no one is embarrassed
to speak out against drug abuse. Wellknown athletes boldly encourage kids to
"say no to drugs," including alcohol.
Celebrities who have been victims of
alcoholism or drug addiction warn by
example. Mothers who have lost sons
and students who have seen what alcohol and drugs can do have formed
organizations to combat the problem.
Perhaps the church should take heart
and speak out now more than ever. We
have not only the power of resolve, but
also the power of God to change our
lives and desires completely (2 Cor.
5:15-17).
Onesimus

Readers may correspond with
both Phoebe and Onesimus by
writing to them c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.

T T

Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins and newsletters reprinting "Pontius' Puddle" from the
Visitor must pay $5 for each use
to Joel Kauffmann, 111 Carter
Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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f^hoefre's Journal
In praise of tradition
This month's column was written by
another of Phoebe's friends.
Each year I faithfully send just one
Thanksgiving card—to my aunt and
uncle in Pennsylvania. When I was a
child, their house on the farm in Lancaster County was the gathering place each
Thanksgiving Day for our family and
the family of my mother's sister. I
always get very sentimental when I write
to my aunt and uncle at Thanksgiving
because those Thanksgiving Days are
among my happiest childhood memories. I just loved those all-day gettogethers with my five cousins.
When I wrote my Thanksgiving letter
last year, those feelings from years ago
became so vivid and the significance to
my life now seemed so relevant. It's all
made more poignant for me by the reality of the present—my uncle's total helplessness from advanced illness and what
must be a very trying existence for my
aunt as she so faithfully cares for him
day in and day out.
To a 10-or 12-year-old, it seemed like
the past would always remain in the
tangible present. I felt that since that was
the way Thanksgiving should be (it was
the perfect "over-the-river-and-throughthe-woods" kind of day), Thanksgiving
always .would be that way. That was one
thing in my life that couldn't be improved upon, and therefore, it would be
immune from change. But alas, it was all
a vapor—much shorter-lived than the
significance I give to it.
My mother is gone now. My aunt and
uncle moved off the farm years ago. All
the cousins are three decades older and
our children are now the same ages we
were when these special Thanksgiving
memories were born. We are spread out
geographically over 3,000 miles. Our
lives are only loosely intertwined. None
of us ever get together for Thanksgiving
anymore. Sometimes years pass without
our seeing each other. Things are so
different now for each of us, but still
when we see each other there is a special
bond of closeness, of being connected in
a way that no amount of time or distance will ever sever.
What struck me about it all last year
was that one always thinks children (and
adults) need more excitement, some30

thing new and different added to holidays (or ordinary days as well) to make
the event memorable, worth holding on
to. In reality, it was the "sameness" of all
those Thanksgivings that made them
exciting for me. We always left home at
the same time each year, took the same
route, ate the same food prepared exactly the same way (as only the Pennsylvania Dutch could do), had the same
feeling each year as we walked into their
house, sat at the same places, same

dishes, same, same, same . . . !
And all that repetition year after year
is what gave me a special feeling of
belonging, of feeling secure. It really
made me stop and think about all the
energy I spend trying to make things/
events bigger and better and more memorable for my children. I thought about
how I may be cheating them by not
working more "sameness" into their
lives, by not concentrating more on
traditions.

Cover comments
I couldn't help but be amused, and
also somewhat embarrassed, to notice
on the front cover of the September Visitor., how perfectly the lady's hand meets
with the white handkerchief in the man's
pocket to give the impression that she is
smoking!
I wonder how many other readers
may have noticed this.
C. W. Boyer
Mechanicsburg, Pa.

his hands.
I pass this along with appreciation to
Dr. Demaray, who taught me to be
more comfortable at the pulpit.
W. Rupert Turman
Waynesboro, Pa.

Remember the guy at the pulpit on
the cover of the September Visitor? He
opened the door for me to pass along
some information that I have found very
helpful.
A few years ago, the denomination
made possible a "summer school of
preaching" at Messiah College. Our
professor, Dr. Demaray, gave us a suggestion for a more relaxed stance at the
pulpit. I have, ever since, wished that he
could have passed that [suggestion] along
to other clergy.
Take [another] look at the young
man before the pulpit on the cover of the
September issue. That stance is too
exaggerated; however, that is somewhat
the position suggested to us.
Most of us have always stood with
our feet together, holding unto the pulpit. We hold on because we do not know
how to place our feet. If we stagger our
feet instead of placing them side by side,
we are then comfortable with our arms
by our side. This also leaves the speaker
free to make gestures of emphasis with

Editor's note: Actually, the artwork
on the September cover was adapted
from a commercial art service book
available at Evangel Press. We cannot
claim to be intentionally making a statement on how ministers ought to stand
behind the pulpit, nor were we endorsing the use of cigarettes. (It would be
possible to assume, I suppose, that the
pastor was counseling against the use of
tobacco.)

Contributions
invited for Dialogue
and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers Respond (letters to the editor) are encouraged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must be signed. Occasionally we may decide to withhold
names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to
express their opinions on a broad range
of topics relevant to the mission of the
church and to living the Christian life.
Since each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, they do not
necessarily reflect the official position
of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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^gfft Spring on Elm Street
Our garden at home is a tangle of foliage finished with its
summer production—cucumber vines shriveling on the trellis,
tomato stalks drooping their handful of tardy green tomatoes
onto the leaf-covered ground, the second crop of green beans
caught mid-blossom by an early cold snap. A handful of
thistles missed during my early-September weeding binge look
healthy enough—sporting bright yellow flowers that impertinently say "pull me if you dare." But all in all, the garden is in
the obvious process of winding down, presaging the coming of
winter.
Last night, walking home from the office on a carpet of red
and yellow leaves, 1 found myself thinking how happy I am
that a dying garden in autumn does not typify my current
perception of life. In fact, life right now in many respects
seems more like spring than fall. Take, for example, current
publishing ventures here at 301 North Elm Street.
A New Approach to Marketing
By now, most of you will have had the chance to browse
through the new Literature for Living catalog recently distributed to all Brethren in Christ congregations from Evangel
Press. The mail-order catalog holds the potential for meeting a
long-standing need—that of effectively promoting and distributing Brethren in Christ materials to persons who don't live
close to a Christian Light Bookstore. It makes very little sense
to foster Brethren in Christ writers, and publish books on
Brethren in Christ topics, if we have inadequate means of
marketing to the Brethren in Christ audience. (A number of
authors in our church are prepared to invest their energies in
writing if they see the possibility that their books will be
published and read.) It is my sincere hope that you will pick up
Literature for Living, look through it, and discover some
books for your own library as well as titles to share with others.
Adventures in Missions
One of the books in the catalog is Out of the Cobra's
Clutches, by Allen Buckwalter. Published earlier this year by
Evangel Press, this paperback tells the true story of a 19th
century Hindu priest in India who becomes a Christian. A
recent review in Provident Book Finder says, "Easy reading,
yet gripping, the story informs and inspires. The book can
attract a variety of readers of a wide range of ages." That was
my feeling as we edited the book, and 1 am glad to have our
judgment confirmed by this reviewer.
Now the editorial department is at work on a book by
Allen's wife, Leoda, containing vignettes of mission activity in
India before, during, and just after independence in the late
1940s. If everything goes well, this second book will be ready
for release at General Conference.
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Evangelism and New Believers Materials
On my desk is the final draft of a book by Warren Hoffman,
also scheduled for release at General Conference. Designed as
an adult elective, the book focuses on blending the varied gifts
of members of a congregation for the purpose of evangelism.
As Warren says in his introduction, "Whether you consider
yourself to be 'natu.al' in evangelism like Peter or an 'unlikely'
evangelist like Andrew, there is a way for you to contribute to
the work of evangelism. I am so certain of this that I will
promise: if you have a will to work in evangelism, I'll show you
a way." Illustrated with examples drawn largely from his experience of planting a church in Oklahoma City, Warren writes
simply and clearly. We are looking forward to preparing this
manuscript for publication.
In addition, two "new believer" projects are under way as the
result of the Consultation on the Assimilation of New Believers, held earlier this year at Kenbrook Camp. At that consultation, there was agreement that our present membership materials are designed for persons who already have a basic
understanding of Christianity. There was a strong call for the
development of materials to present the basics of the faith in a
simple, direct fashion.
We've just received the responses from seven readers who
reviewed the manuscript of a short, four-section booklet
designed as the first study piece for new converts. We will be
doing field testing with selected pastors and congregations
during December, January, and February, with the goal of
having the booklet available at General Conference. Audio
tapes as well as Spanish and French translations of this initial
study are being considered. Also in process is a 13-session
study guide, which will examine in greater detail elements of
the Christian walk. This material is in outline stage now. A
writer and editorial committee will soon be selected.
Year One Hundred and One
And, of course, there is the ministry of the Evangelical
Visitor which will soon begin a new season—its second century. Editing the Visitor presents the ongoing challenges of
selecting themes and writers; evaluating and responding to
unsolicited manuscripts (by far the hardest part of my job);
tracking down news and reporting it before it becomes history;
maintaining schedules; "dry days" when the editorial refuses to
be written; holding down costs while trying to enhance the
design of the magazine; increasing circulation, etc.
All of these factors make this season seem more like spring
(the planting season) rather than fall. And I'm enjoying
it . . . even though there are days when the "spading, raking,
and hoeing" gets a little strenuous. But seeing new projects
come to life and eventually yield their produce makes it all
worthwhile.
G
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by J. Ralph Wenger
Earlier in this column, I wrote about
prayer as a Christian vital sign. But there
are several vital signs for the Christian
life. Another one is hunger for the Word
of God. As we deal in Renewal 2000
with concern for spiritual renewal, we
must keep this vital sign functioning
properly in each of us, or the health of
the body of believers will be in jeopardy.
We need to take our hunger for the
Word of God seriously. We need to
satisfy our spiritual hunger.
As the body craves food, so the spiritual body craves spiritual food. Jesus
taught us that he is the Word that came
f r o m God to mankind. Jesus said, "I am
the Bread of Life," and "I am the manna
from heaven." While here in the Incarnation, Jesus relied upon the Word of
God. If he needed this spiritual food,
what about us? Job, the saint of old, said
he craved God's Word more than he
craved his physical food. Can we truly
say with Job that we crave spiritual food
to such a degree?
There are three areas I want to cover
briefly.
We must start with a balanced diet. If
planning for balance in natural food
intake is important, how much more
important it is in considering spiritual
food. A balanced spiritual diet places
God's Word as the main food. It is central. We are tempted to place our socalled good foods in place of the Word
of God. We can find good books, good
commentaries, good devotional guides,
and other good things to read. But
unless we get into God's Word and
allow it to become a part of us, we will
not have a balanced diet.
32

There are so many good translations
and topical readings of the Scriptures
that one can hardly have any excuse not
to be involved in a regular reading of the
Word. It is vital.
In the second place, we need a regular
intake of food. Someone has said that
the Lord knew we would need to be
reminded of our need for spiritual food,
so he planned that we would regularly
partake of natural food. Be that as it
may, we need to be regularly partaking
of spiritual food. I am not giving you a
plan or schedule to follow, but I do want
to impress you with the importance of
scheduling a time and place where you
can feed on the Word of God. It is easy
for our lips to say that we crave God's
Word more than our necessary food,
but it is another thing to be into God's
Word in a way that feeds our soul.
Let me encourage you parents in
what seems to be a hard thing to
accomplish in this day—to find a regular time to share the Word of God with
your family. I speak from experience
and give testimony that this greatly
affected my life. My parents took time
regularly to share God's Word with me.
Also we need to take advantage of
regularly being with God's people in the
local congregation. Being gathered with
the believers around the Word of God is
important for renewal. You need to
know that the enemy will try to thwart
this kind of activity in your Christian
walk.
Finally, we need to digest our spiritual food. We all have suffered times
when our digestive system was not functioning properly. We know we could not
go long in this condition. We try to correct it. It is vital that our digestion of
spiritual food be functioning properly.
Three things foster good digestion of
spiritual food: meditation, instruction,
and obedience. Begin by taking time to
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meditate on the Word of God. Let God's
Word grip your heart and life by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Let God speak
to you through his Word.
We need instruction in the Word.
God has given us pastors, teachers, and
brothers and sisters who can instruct us
in the Word. More important than
books and helps are our brothers and
sisters. To the Brethren in Christ it is
important that we gather around the
Word in study and in preaching. Getting
into God's Word will entail commitment to the local congregation. Let us
not minimize the gathering around the
Word in our search for renewal in these
days.
Finally, there is obedience. Obedience
to the Word of God has been a benchmark of the Brethren in Christ Church.
May the Lord spare us of ever moving
away from this vital discipline. As we
are meditating in the Word and while we
receive instruction in the Word, we will
be led of the Holy Spirit to action. There
will be sin which denotes repentance and
forgiveness. There will be motives and
thought patterns which need new direction. There will be activities which we
are called to perform. Let us be obedient
to the Word so that renewal will not be
thwarted.
When we write our statements of
belief, God's Word must be central. The
hunger of the soul will only be satisfied
with a balanced diet of spiritual food, a
regular intake of spiritual food, and
proper digestion of that food. May we
never be without this vital Christian
sign, a hunger for the Word of God.

J. Ralph
Wenger is
bishop of the Pacific Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church.
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